
The Sanctuary Service Series 

Study 06 The Cleansing of the Heavenly 
Sanctuary, 1 

1. It is now very crucial for God’s people to know what Jesus is doing in the 2nd apartment of the heavenly 

sanctuary in order to for them to 1) exercise the faith that is needful at this time and 2) occupy the 

position God want them to occupy 

. . .The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment should be clearly understood by the 

people of God. All need knowledge for themselves of the position and work of their great High Priest. Otherwise it 

will be impossible for them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to occupy the position which 

God designs them to fill. Every individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at the bar of God. 

Each must meet the great Judge face to face. How important, then, that every mind contemplate often the 

solemn scene when the judgment shall sit and the books shall be opened, when, with Daniel, every individual 

must stand in his lot, at the end of the days.  GC 488   

2. In Paul’s time and before 1844, this knowledge about the work of Jesus as the High Priest in the 2nd 

apartment of the sanctuary was irrelevant and immaterial; but not to those who are alive after Jesus 

moved from the 1st apartment to the 2nd apartment to perform the closing work of His ministry for the 

church—the perfection of the characters of God’s  people and the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary 

preparatory to His second coming 

a. Dan 7:10, 13---contains the prophecy about the events surrounding the movement of Jesus to 

the 2nd apartment of the heavenly sanctuary  

b. Dan 8:26--the events surrounding the cleansing of the sanctuary at the end of the 2300 years 

are sealed until the time of then end; 

c. Heb 9:5---Paul does not speak about the work of Jesus in the Most Holy Place because the 

event remained sealed and did not pertain to his time. 

3. To teach that we do not need to know all these things as long as we love the Lord and obey His 

commandments is to be willfully ignorant of the truths that is to decide everyone’d destiny 

4. In order to clearly see the work of Jesus as High Priest in the 2nd apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, 

one needs to study the rituals performed by Aaron on the Day of Atonement, as recorded in Leviticus 

16. 

a. For a wider coverage and better understanding---the cleansing of the sanctuary needs to be 

understood along with parallel events in the book of Zechariah (i.e., the cleansing of Joshua, 

the high priest, in the context of a final siege of Jerusalem and Judah) 

b. It is a very fruitful field of study and will tax the mind and the spirit to the uttermost 

Understanding the Relationship Between Type and Antitype 
5. When studying the type rituals on the Day of Atonement, it is important to bear in mind the following: 

a. Even though the cleansing of the sanctuary rites and services performed on the Day of 

Atonement during the time of Aaron and Moses serve as type of the work of Jesus as High 



Priest on the antitypical Day of Atonement in the time of the end,  the rites and rituals 

themselves  as found there pertained to the congregation of Israel during the time they were 

living in, and not to the Christian church living in the time of the end;   

b. Because of this, there are disconnects, restrictions and limitations and it is vain to find parallels 

in every ritual and ceremony. 

c. In other words, Jesus transcends Aaron as High Priest and His work is much more superior to 

that of Aaron. 

6. Before we look at the parallels, we need to look at some of the disconnects and limitations listed as 

follows: 

a. Lev 16:1-2—Only Aaron could go into the 2nd apartment and only once a year (10th Day of the 

7th month, Lev 16:29) and only for a short time; Jesus could go into the presence of God the 

Father anytime (Zech 6:13); even the saints can go into the presence of God as well by faith 

there as well by faith (Heb 4:16) 

b. Lev 16:3, 6—Aaron the high priest had to offer a bullock for a sin offering for himself for he also 

was a sinner in need of redemption; Jesus was sinless and does not approach His Father with a 

sin offering for His own sins (Heb 5:1-3; Heb 7:26-28; Matt 3:16); and because human priests 

were sinners they too had to die, but Jesus “ever liveth to make intercession” (Heb 7:23-25) 

c. Lev 16:4—Aaron had to approach God in deep humility on the Day of Atonement because he 

too sinned; he had to express that humility by taking off his glorious high priestly pontifical 

robes and put on the garments of the common priest; contrast this Jesus who wore the 

glorious garments of the priest as he moved to the second apartment of the heavenly 

sanctuary in 1844 (EW 251) 

d. Lev 16:12-13—Aaron faced the risk of death in approaching a holy God and was required to 

exercise extreme caution; he had to make sure he had confessed all his sins beforehand; he 

had shield himself with the smoke of incense (beaten small in order to provide instantaneous, 

immediate and profuse cover) that he did not; not so with Jesus because He did no sin and was 

perfect (Heb 5:8-10) 

e. Lev 16:5, 9---A goat was offered in behalf of the congregation for a sin offering; Jesus did not 

offer Himself again in 1844; the atonement he provided at Calvary once is sufficient to cover all 

the work (Heb 9:26;26; Heb 10:10-12) 

f. Lev 16:18-19---The final act of cleansing of the courtyard of the earthly sanctuary finds no 

direct and immediate counterpart or parallel in the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary which 

began in 1844;  

i. The cleansing of the earth as the courtyard if the heavenly sanctuary does not take 

place until after the 1000 years is over (Rev 21:15-17) whereas in the time of Aaron, 

the cleansing of the sanctuary including the courtyard all took place in one day 

ii. the earth is the courtyard of the heavenly sanctuary (Lev 26:19; 6T 366) 

iii. Only the temple of God in heaven (1st and 2nd apartments) and the worshippers are 

cleansed and measured (Rev 11:1-2) in fulfillment of Lev 16:30, 33. 

1. Zech 2:1-5—the vision of the measuring of the city of Jerusalem signifies a 

prophesied work of perfect restoration according to God’s standard and takes 

place or is fulfilled only after its inhabitants have been cleansed and all evil has 

been removed during the final siege. See proof below: 

a. God now dwells among her midst (Zech 2:5) 



b. Converted gentiles dwell peacefully with the restored people of God 

(Zech 2:10; Zech 8:21-23; Zech 14:16) 

iv. The earth as the courtyard of the heavenly sanctuary is not measured until it has been 

cleansed after the millennium (Rev 21:15-17)  

The Sins of the Impenitent Remain in the Courtyard 
7. The sins of the impenitent were deposited in the courtyard of the sanctuary (sides of the altar of burnt 

offering) daily by virtue of the morning and evening sacrifice although they are not brought into the 

sanctuary until they were repented of and confessed on the head of a sin offering. 

a. Sins of the wicked are written in the earth (Jer 17:13) 

b. The earth is defiled because of the sins of its inhabitants (Isa 24:5) 

c. The land bears the sins of the inhabitants (Deut 24:4) 

8. On the Day of atonement only the worshippers whose sins were repented of and transferred to the 

sanctuary through the sin offerings were cleansed of their defective characters and the records of their 

confessed sins blotted out from the books before the Lord; 

a. those in the congregation who had unconfessed sins could not share in the benefit of the final 

atonement and the record of their unconfessed sins remained in the courtyard  

b. only the horns of the altar of burnt offering in the courtyard was cleansed but (Lev 16:18); 

there was no cleansing blood applied to the sides of the altar that contained records of 

unconfessed sins 

9. The call to afflict the soul on the Day of Atonement involves a work of examining self to make sure 

there are no sins remaining which are not confessed and cherished (1T 187);  

10. Unconfessed sins would cause God’s people to despair and be cut-off in the time of trouble when there 

is no mediation taking place in the heavenly sanctuary. . . (GC 620) 


