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Study 14 The Sanctuary Services Series 

Willful Sins Vs. Sins of Ignorance, Part 2 

Intentional or Willful Sins 
1. Lev 6:2-6.  The trespasses or sins described in these verses (lying, stealing, swearing falsely) can 

only be done knowingly and deliberately or willfully because: 

a. It is inconceivable that a man should lie to his neighbor in “that which was delivered for 

him to keep” and do so ignorantly. It would certainly seem that he was not telling the 

truth when he affirmed that he had never received that which had been entrusted to him.  

It would be both lying and stealing. The man would be guilty of deliberate sin.  (SDA BC vol. 

1, p. 737) 

b. It would be stretching the truth far to claim that the act of “taking something away by 

violence” could be done in ignorance 

c. Again to “deceive” indicates deliberate planning; 

d. Besides, the sinful acts mentioned in these verses are the same exact offenses mentioned 

in Lev 5 regarding sins of ignorance, except the expressions “”it be hid from him” or “sin 

through ignorance” or “thou he wist it not” are missing 

e. (guilt) offerings covered sins involving the 3rd, 8th, 9th and 10th commandments (Lev 6:2-

6) 

f. They were not sins of ignorance but offenses intentionally and knowingly committed for 

selfish gain and out of weakness of human character;  

g. Required restitution  of 20% of the value of the goods stolen  

h. A ram for a sin or trespass offering in contrast with a female goat for sins of ignorance; 

also blood sprinkled (“zaraq” or splattered, sprinkled abundantly vs “nazah, to “sprinkle”   

in sin offerings which mean to sprinkle with one-finger)on the sides of the altar of burnt 

offering (Lev 7:1-6) in contrast to that of the sin offering which was sprinkled on the horns 

of the altar; 

2. Also, the sins listed in Lev 5-6 are representative of all other sins against the 10 commandments 

done knowingly; these “token sins” are parallel to the sins listed in the vision of the flying roll in 

Zechariah: 

False oaths---------- representative of the first side of the tables of the Law containing the first four 

commandments dealing with man’s duty to God 

Stealing----------------represents the second side of the tables of the Law containing the 6 

commandments dealing with man’s duty to his neighbor; 

3. Thus the both the moral law and the ceremonial law represented by the examples given in Lev 6 

for willful sins; 

4. NOTE: there was no sin or trespass offering in the case of murder (Lev 24:17) or adultery  (Lev 

20:10) because the life of the perpetrators were demanded. 
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a. Case of David (Ps 51:17) 

b. Case of a woman caught in adultery (John 8) 

5. Although this constituted a limitation in the type services, in the New Covenant antitype 

dispensations, all manner of sins (except blasphemy against the Holy Spirit) can be forgiven (Matt 

12:31; Acts 13:39) 

a. The Levitical system was only typical and  

b. In actuality, Christ justifies men from a multitude of sins which the Law of Moses do not 

(Acts 13:39); 

c. If we adhere to a strict one-to-correspondence between the type and the antitype 

sanctuary services, then we have to teach that the sanctuary services did not deal with all 

manner of sins and the blood of Christ does not cleanse us from all sins. 

6. NOTE:  the fact that the token or representative sins mentioned in Lev 5 are the same sins used as 

examples of willful sins in Lev 6 teaches us that sins of ignorance can become willful ins!  And by 

extension, willful sins can become presumptuous sins! 

Adventists Lament 
7. Many Adventists  are insecure because they  think they may have already committed the 

unpardonable sin because of Heb 10:26-27 

a. Four stages  

i. Drifting away and neglecting so great a salvation Heb 2:1-4 

ii. Hardening of the heart through unbelief—Heb 3:7 

iii. Falling away from Christ—Heb 6:4-6 

iv. No ore sacrifice for sins—Heb 10:26-31 

The character is revealed, not by occasional good deeds and occasional misdeeds, but by the tendency of 

the habitual words and acts.  SC 57-58. 

b. The fact that they are worried proves that they are not yet in the frame of mind of the 

presumptuous sinner 

c. Whoever commits the unpardonable sin is defiant, proud and feels no remorse or need of 

seeking for pardon and forgiveness 

d. Note the assurance of Rom 5:20. 

 

There are those who have known the pardoning love of Christ and who really desire to be children of God, 

yet they realize that their character is imperfect, their life faulty, and they are ready to doubt whether 

their hearts have been renewed by the Holy Spirit. To such I would say, Do not draw back in despair. We 

shall often have to bow down and weep at the feet of Jesus because of our shortcomings and mistakes, 

but we are not to be discouraged. Even if we are overcome by the enemy, we are not cast off, not 

forsaken and rejected of God. No; Christ is at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

Said the beloved John, "These things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." 1 John 2:1. And do not forget the words of Christ, 
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"The Father Himself loveth you." John 16:27. He desires to restore you to Himself, to see His own purity 

and holiness reflected in you. And if you will but yield yourself to Him, He that hath begun a good work in 

you will carry it forward to the day of Jesus Christ. Pray more fervently; believe more fully. As we come to 

distrust our own power, let us trust the power of our Redeemer, and we shall praise Him who is the health 

of our countenance.  SC 64. 

 

8. The sins committed by King Saul  (1 Sam 15:8-11) and King David, illustrate how God deals with 

sins committed knowingly and intentionally but not presumptuously; 

a. Both sins could be forgiven 

b. David was forgiven, but Saul was not, even though David’s sin appears to be more 

grievous in the eyes of God than Saul’s sin was 

c. David’s humiliation was deep and his repentance sincere and deep, while Saul’s 

repentance was superficial and devoid of a show of humiliation; he was concerned more 

about his reputation (1 Sam 15:30) 

d. David was a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22) not because he sinned less than Saul, 

but because his repentance was sincere and remained humble throughout the remaining 

years of his life (2 Sam 16:11-12)  

Many a wrongdoer has excused his own sin by pointing to David's fall, but how few there are who 

manifest David's penitence and humility. How few would bear reproof and retribution with the patience 

and fortitude that he manifested. He had confessed his sin, and for years had sought to do his duty as a 

faithful servant of God; he had labored for the upbuilding of his kingdom, and under his rule it had 

attained to strength and prosperity never reached before.  . .  

But he saw in his own sin the cause of his trouble. The words of the prophet Micah breathe the spirit that 

inspired David's heart. "When I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me. I will bear the indignation 

of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him, until He plead my cause, and execute judgment for me." 

Micah 7:8, 9. And the Lord did not forsake David. This chapter in his experience, when, under cruelest 

wrong and insult, he shows himself to be humble, unselfish, generous, and submissive, is one of the 

noblest in his whole experience. Never was the ruler of Israel more truly great in the sight of heaven than 

at this hour of his deepest outward humiliation.  PP 737-738. 

9. IMPORTANT LESSON: when we apply the truths of the sin/trespass offerings  to the lives of these 

two kings of Israel in connection with willful sins, we realize that as longs as one’s heart is 

submissive to God’s reproof and correction, the most wicked sinner can hope to be forgiven; but if 

one refuses to bow down in humble repentance, the smallest sin can bar his way to heaven. 

Final Warning 
10. All who continue to sin knowingly are in danger of sliding into presumptuous sinning;  some are in 

the habit of excusing their weakness by quoting Mark 14:38 
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Some will acknowledge the evil of sinful indulgences, yet will excuse themselves by saying that they 

cannot overcome their passions. This is a terrible admission for any person to make who names Christ. 

"Let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity." Why is this weakness? It is because 

the animal propensities have been strengthened by exercise, until they have gained the ascendancy over 

the higher powers. Men and women lack principle. They are dying spiritually, because they have so long 

pampered their natural appetites that their power of self-government seems gone. The lower passions of 

their nature have taken the reins, and that which should be the governing power has become the servant 

of corrupt passion. The soul is held in lowest bondage. Sensuality has quenched the desire for holiness and 

withered spiritual prosperity.  CG 446 

a. But weakness of the flesh will not always be forgiven 

b. The time is coming, when the weakness of the character, if allowed to go untrained to 

lean on God’s divine strength will lead one to receive the mark of the beast 

c. When he Sunday law crisis finally comes and those who have sinful traits in them 

unsubdued, will fail of receiving the benefit of Christ’s final atonement; they will retain 

their weaknesses of character 

d. They will give up the Sabbath; it will not be willful and presumptuous sinning; it will not be 

a high-handed rebellious action in open defiance of God; 

e. When this day comes, they may believe with all their hearts that the 7th day is the Sabbath, 

they may believe that Jesus is the Savior of the world, but if, under severe pressure they 

violate His holy day, even reluctantly, they will receive the mark in the hand and perish 

along with the wicked. . . 

 

Then I was shown a company who were howling in agony. On their garments was written in large 

characters, "Thou art weighed in the balance, and found wanting." I asked who this company were. The 

angel said, "These are they who have once kept the Sabbath and have given it up." I heard them cry with a 

loud voice, "We have believed in Thy coming, and taught it with energy." And while they were speaking, 

their eyes would fall upon their garments and see the writing, and then they would wail aloud. I saw that 

they had drunk of the deep waters, and fouled the residue with their feet--trodden the Sabbath 

underfoot-- and that was why they were weighed in the balance and found wanting.  EW 36 

 


