
The Sanctuary Service Series  

Study 8 The Cleansing of the Sanctuary, 
III 

Theme: Understanding the nature of the sins that were atoned for on the Day of Atonement in order to 
appreciate better the final atonement 

The Nature of Sins Removed from the Sanctuary 
1. What is the general term used for the sins that were atoned for on the Day of Atonement through 

the final atonement? How much sin is included in “all your sins before the Lord? Lev 16:30.  

 

2. Is there textual evidence in Lev 16 proving that “your sins before the Lord” got in there through 

the sin offerings? Lev 16:16. 

a. There is one word in the Hebrew for sin and sin offering (chattach)  

b. The expression “in all their sins” can also be translated “in all their sin offerings” 

3. How are “your sins before the Lord” further defined or described in Lev 16:16? 

a. The “sins before the Lord” are broken down into its 2 essential components: 

1. Transgression--the sinful act itself (1 John 3:4) 

2. Uncleannesses –the defilement resulting from the sinful act; expressed in the 

majestic plural form to indicate superlative defilement. 

Uncleanness 
4. What important distinctions should be made between “transgression” and “uncleanness”? 

1. Sin  is not only an act (transgression) that brings guilt, but more seriously, an entity 

that defiles the perpetrator with the undesirable result of making even his best 

efforts of no value to God (Mark 7:15, 20, 23) 

2. This defilement corrupts even the believer’s good works  accomplished through the 

power of the Spirit (Isa 64:6; 1 SM 344) 

 

The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent confession of sin ascend 

from true believers as incense to the heavenly sanctuary, but passing through the corrupt 

channels of humanity, they are so defiled that unless purified by blood, they can never be of 

value with God. They ascend not in spotless purity, and unless the Intercessor, who is at God's 

right hand, presents and purifies all by His righteousness, it is not acceptable to God. All incense 

from earthly tabernacles must be moist with the cleansing drops of the blood of Christ. He holds 

before the Father the censer of His own merits, in which there is no taint of earthly corruption. 

He gathers into this censer the prayers, the praise, and the confessions of His people, and with 

these He puts His own spotless righteousness. Then, perfumed with the merits of Christ's 

propitiation, the incense comes up before God wholly and entirely acceptable. Then gracious 

answers are returned.  {1SM 344}   



Errors 
5. Why are the sins atoned for on the Day of Atonement as recorded in Lev 16:16 called “errors” in 

the book of Hebrews and why? Heb 9:6-7; Ps 19:12; Lev 4:27; Lev 5:17-18. 

a. “Errors” (agnoema) ---sins committed for lack of knowledge or information 

b. To be distinguished from willful, deliberate, presumptuous sins or sins done in arrogance 

and defiance of God’s Law and authority (Ps 19:12-13) 

1. Who can understand his errors (shigigah)? = sin through ignorance (shigigah) in Lev 

4:27 

c. The sins that were atoned for on the day of Atonement were limited to sins of ignorance 

Sins of Ignorance vs. Sinning In Ignorance 
6. What is the Bible definition of “sins of ignorance”?   Lev 4:27 

a. Inadvertent sins; Innocent mistakes (?); careless blunders?; actions made in haste and not 

carefully thought through 

b. Wrongs done for lack of thought, not considering and weighing carefully the outcome of his 

actions 

c. There is no intent to do evil and yet evil is done anyway (man of Romans 7?) 

d. This type of sin is abundant even among Christians 

 

7. It is generally known that guilt is attached to willful sins but is there guilt attached to sins of 

ignorance?  

a. Guilt is involved in sins of ignorance; this is why atonement by sacrifice is required (Lev 5:17, 

18) 

b. REMEMBER: the sinner is not aware of the guilt or even of the sinfulness of the act itself 

until it “comes to his knowledge”; in other words until he is convicted of it;   

c. Sins of ignorance are not punished unless the ignorance is willful 

The most solemn warning and the most awful threatening ever addressed to mortals is that contained in 

the third angel's message. The sin that calls down the wrath of God unmixed with mercy must be of the 

most heinous character. Is the world to be left in darkness as to the nature of this sin?--Most assuredly 

not. God does not deal thus with His creatures. His wrath is never visited upon sins of ignorance. Before 

His judgments are brought upon the earth, the light in regard to this sin must be presented to the world, 

that man may know why these judgments are to be inflicted, and may have opportunity to escape them.  

{ST, November 1, 1899 par. 7} 

8. How does God deal with sins of ignorance when the ignorance itself is willful? 

a. There can be sin in the ignorance itself when it is deliberate and willful (Hos 4:6; Isa 5:13) 

1. People will not spend time studying their Bibles 

2. People will not study the truth when it is within their reach 

Those who have an opportunity to hear the truth and yet take no pains to hear or understand it, 

thinking that if they do not hear they will not be accountable, will be judged guilty before God the same 

as if they had heard and rejected. There will be no excuse for those who choose to go in error when they 

might understand what is truth. In His sufferings and death Jesus has made atonement for all sins of 

ignorance, but there is no provision made for willful blindness.  {LDE 218.1}   



     We shall not be held accountable for the light that has not reached our perception, but for that 

which we have resisted and refused. A man could not apprehend the truth which had never been 

presented to him, and therefore could not be condemned for light he had never had.--5BC 1145 

(1893). 

9. How much guilt is attached to sins of ignorance as opposed to willful sins? (Luke 12:48) 

a. If guilt is attached to sins of ignorance, how much more guilt is attached to sins committed 

willfully? If the guilt incurred by sinning ignorantly could not be removed except through 

sacrifice, what will happen to those who sin knowingly, advisedly, with malice and 

forethought against God’s revealed command?  

10. If sins of ignorance are forgivable, does this mean that willful sins unforgivable? (Heb 10:26) 

a. The context of the passage defines the willful sin for which there is no sacrifice, as the sin of 

treading of the Son of God underfoot and rejecting Him as Messiah; there is clearly no 

remedy for those who reject Christ as Savior (Heb 10:29) 

1. Peter’s sin in denying Christ 

1.  was willful and not done ignorantly; he knew Jesus was the Messiah (Matt 

16:13-16) and he knew that he should not deny Him; he went on denying 

him instead not just once but 3 times;  

2. Peter’s sin was unlike Paul’s sin which was done in ignorance (1 Tim 1:13; 

Acts 9:4-5; AA 116-117) 

3. Paul was convinced Jesus was not the Messiah and his followers deluded 

fanatics (AA 116-117) 

2. But his sin was not presumptuous act and certainly not in rejection of Christ; it was 

the result of a weakness in character that he knew little about until the right 

circumstances came; 

3. Peter repented as soon as his sin was pointed out 

 

Those who are in connection with God are channels of the power of the Holy Spirit. If one 

who daily communes with God errs from the path, if he turns a moment from looking 

steadfastly unto Jesus, it is not because he sins willfully: for when he sees his mistake, he turns 

again and fastens his eyes upon Jesus, and the fact that he has erred does not make him less 

dear to the heart of God. He knows that he has communion with the Savior, and when reproved 

for his mistake, in some matter of judgment, he does not walk sullenly and complain of God: but 

turns the mistake into a victory. He learns a lesson from the words of the Master, and takes 

heed that he be not again deceived. . . .  5MR 349   

 

4. Another example of willful but not presumptuous sin is that of David in murdering 

Uriah (1Ki 15:5) 

5. Sins of this nature although not covered by the Law of Moses can be forgiven by 

Christ (Acts 13:39) 

b. Willful sins that are done presumptuously, in arrogance and defiance against God and in 

rejection of His authority are unforgivable; examples of presumptuous sins are: 

i. The man that gathered sticks on the Sabbath in total defiance against God and his 

Sabbath laws (Num 15:32-25) 

ii. The rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram (Num 16) 



iii. Pharaoh’s sin of persistently not letting the Israelites go (Exo 5:2) 

iv. Sin of rejecting Christ 

v. Sin of rejecting the Holy Spirit 

Again and again God has stretched out His hand to save you by showing you your duties and 

obligations. These duties change in character with the increase of light. When the light 

shines, making manifest and reproving the errors that were undiscovered, there must be a 

corresponding change in the life and character. The mistakes that are the natural result of 

blindness of mind are, when pointed out, no longer sins of ignorance or errors of judgment; 

but unless there are decided reforms in accordance with the light given, they then become 

presumptuous sins.  (5T 435-436) 

Conclusion: Thou Knowest Not…  
11. The Laodicean message states, despite our own self-evaluation, that we are more guilty than we 

realize. 

12. Give examples to show that there are more sins remaining to be repented of, than anyone realizes; 
sins that we do not even realize we are guilty of and therefore have not properly been convicted 
of;  sins that remain unknown and unconfessed and therefore unforgiven; we are more guilty of 
sin than we realize; 
 

a. Breaking the Law of Love (Luke 10:27)---Christians are guilty of breaking the Law by not 
loving God with their whole mind, their whole heart; they are also guilty of not loving their 
neighbors as themselves, but do not necessarily feel convicted of it just because they do not 
openly break any known command; this is a sin of ignorance  

b. The sin of crucifying Christ Luke 23:33-34; 1 Cor 2:8 
1.  Christians are guilty of the sin of crucifying Christ (TM38) but are not necessarily 

convicted of it because their understanding of it is limited to breaking commands 
(TM 38) 
 

That prayer of Christ for His enemies embraced the world. It took in every sinner 

that had lived or should live, from the beginning of the world to the end of time. Upon 

all rests the guilt of crucifying the Son of God. To all, forgiveness is freely offered. 

"Whosoever will" may have peace with God, and inherit eternal life.  DA 745. 

The whole world stands charged today with the deliberate rejection and murder 

of the Son of God. TM 38. 

c. Failing to live according to every word that comes from the mouth of God (Matt 4:4) 

13. Why are Christians not convicted of a lot of sins? What is the role of the Spirit in bringing hidden 
sins to light?  

a. Results of the fall 
b. Familiarity with sin 
c. The Holy Spirit can work in the mind to bring the hidden sins into light, if not rejected (john 

16:8) 
 



God leads His people on, step by step. He brings them up to different points calculated to manifest 

what is in the heart. Some endure at one point, but fall off at the next. At every advanced point the 

heart is tested and tried a little closer. If the professed people of God find their hearts opposed to 

this straight work, it should convince them that they have a work to do to overcome, if they would 

not be spewed out of the mouth of the Lord. Said the angel: "God will bring His work closer and 

closer to test and prove every one of His people." Some are willing to receive one point; but when 

God brings them to another testing point, they shrink from it and stand back, because they find that 

it strikes directly at some cherished idol. Here they have opportunity to see what is in their hearts 

that shuts out Jesus. They prize something higher than the truth, and their hearts are not prepared 

to receive Jesus. Individuals are tested and proved a length of time to see if they will sacrifice their 

idols and heed the counsel of the True Witness. If any will not be purified through obeying the truth, 

and overcome their selfishness, their pride, and evil passions, the angels of God have the charge: 

"They are joined to their idols, let them alone," and they pass on to their work, leaving these with 

their sinful traits unsubdued, to the control of evil angels. Those who come up to every point, and 

stand every test, and overcome, be the price what it may, have heeded the counsel of the True 

Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation. 1T 187. 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 


