
1 | P a g e  
 

Study 3 The Sanctuary Service Series 

The Continual Morning and Evening 
Sacrifice 

God’s Unconditional Love Seen in the Morning and Evening Sacrifice  
1. Before any private sin offerings were offered during the daily service, provision was already in place 

to atone for the sins of the entire congregation and cover them from the condemnation of God’s 

Law. 

a. This provision was found in offering of the morning and evening sacrifice (Exo 29:38-42). 

b. This was a public sacrifice---meaning it was offered for the congregation, as opposed to the 

regular sin offerings which were offered privately for individuals or groups of individuals. 

c. In fact, before Moses received the regulations pertaining to the sin offerings while he was 

40 days on Mount Sinai, he was told about the morning and evening sacrifice.  

d. The regulations and laws covering sin offerings were not given until after the sanctuary was 

built (Lev 4-7) 

2. The morning and evening sacrifice atoned for the sins of the congregation unconditionally before 

any one brought his personal sin offerings.  

i. The Jews believed that the morning sacrifice covered the sins that were committed 

the previous night and that the evening sacrifice atoned for the sins committed 

during the daytime. (See Jewish Encyclopedia vol. 2, p. 277). 

3. The cover provided by the morning and evening sacrifice was temporary 

a. It lasted until the sinner acknowledged his sin and brought his personal private sin offering 

as an act of faith and repentance;  

b. For those who remained impenitent throughout the year, the cover lasted until the Day of 

Atonement—the Day of reckoning.  

c. During this day, the books of record were opened to see who had repented of his sins and 

brought sin offerings. Only those whose sins were transferred to the sanctuary through the 

sin offerings could receive the benefit of the atonement made by the high priest; the 

impenitent were cut off from among God’s people (Lev 23:29). 

d. Again, once the sanctuary and the people were cleansed from their sins and the records of 

their sins, and these transferred to the scapegoat (Lev 16:21), God was done with sin 

forever. 

4. This act of God in providing a continuous but temporary and limited cover for sin that it yet to be 

acknowledged and yet to be confessed, just so the sinner might live, is typified in Job 1:4-5 and 

reveals His unconditional love for the sinner. 

5. The offering of the morning and evening sacrifice proves the immutability of God’s Law because the 

fact that He cannot do away with His Law required that He provides a cover for his sinful people 

from its wrath. 
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The Morning and Evening Sacrifice as a Burnt Sacrifice 
6. The morning and evening sacrifice was first and foremost a burnt offering; hence, it followed the 

laws for burnt offerings in Leviticus 1. 

a. Verse 2---a male, chosen from the herd (bullock) or from the flock (sheep) without blemish   

b. Verse 3--- A voluntary offering as opposed to the expiatory offerings (sin offerings, trespass 

offerings) which were mandatory.  

c. Verse 4---was accepted to make atonement for the offerer by substitution (“it shall be 

accepted for him or for the congregation in case of the morning and evening sacrifice; it 

atoned for or covered no particular sin in the case of the congregation but sin in general. 

d. Verse 5---blood sprinkled at around the sides of the altar of the burnt offering in the 

courtyard as opposed to the sin offering whose blood was sprinkled on the horns of the 

altar (Lev 4:34) 

i. “Sprinkle” (“zaraq” to scatter abundantly, to strew) in the case of the morning and 

evening sacrifice involved the splashing of large quantities of blood on the sides of 

the altar of burnt offering directly from the bowl that contained the blood of the 

sacrifice;  

ii. This is in contrast to the sprinkling (“nazah” to sprinkle or spatter) of blood on the 

horns of the altar with the finger which was dipped into the bowl containing the 

blood of the animal. 

e. Verses 6-8---talks about how the animal was skinned, cut in pieces and allowed to burn 

piece by piece on the altar until every part was consumed. Everything except the skin which 

was the priests’ wages, was burned. 

i. Inward parts and legs washed first to remove impurity and laid in order on the wood 

and burned  

ii. the animal Wholly burned on the altar--“Olah” meant that which went up or 

ascends; also a holocaust;  no part was to be eaten as in the sin offerings 

f. Verse 9--- was a sweet swelling savor, an offering made by fire unto the Lord 

i. The sin offerings (aside from the fat which was burned) as a whole were not called 

sweet smelling savor Lev 1:9, 13, 17 

The Morning and Evening Sacrifice Provides Continuous Cover  
7. The morning and evening sacrifice was also a continual (tamid) sacrifice.  

a. The morning sacrifice was burned slowly so it lasted until the evening.  

b. Before it was consumed, it was replaced by another lamb which was allowed to burn until 

the morning. 

8. One thing that stands out about the nature of the sanctuary services was the fact that they were 

“continuous” or “continual” in nature.   

a. Bread on the altar of showbread continually Exo 25:30; Lev 24:5-8;; Num 4:7 

b. The lamps to burn continually Exo 27:20; Lev 24:2-4 

c. The high priest to continually bear the 12 names of the children of Israel in the breastplate of 

judgment (urim and thummim) Exo 28:29-30 

d. Aaron to wear the plate of gold with the signet Holiness unto the Lord upon his mitre to bear 

the iniquity of holy things continually   Exo 28:38 
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e. Perpetual (continuous) incense  Exo 30:7-8 

f. Morning and evening sacrifice also had  to be offered day by day continually  Exo 29:38, 42 

 

9. The continual nature of the services in the sanctuary stems from the fact that Israel needed a continual 

cover on account of their continual sinning. (Eze 18:4, 20; Rom 6:23) 

a. The fire that burned on the altar continually represented God’s righteous indignation for sin as 

long as sin exists (Lev 6:12, 13; Deut 4:24;) 

 

Christ as the True Morning and Evening Sacrifice  
10. The morning and evening typified Christ who would die to save the whole world—the just and the 

unjust.  (Heb 2:8, 9; 1 Tim 4:10),  

a. Sweet-smelling savor---He was true morning and evening sacrifice, the true Offering made 

by fire unto the Lord as a sweet-smelling savor. Eph 5:2. 

b. Slain from the foundation of the world---Just as the morning and evening sacrifice was 

offered before anyone brought his sin offering, Christ was slain from the foundation of the 

world (Rev 13:8)   

c. Sacrifice for the whole world (universal atonement)---Just as the blood of the morning and 

evening sacrifice was abundantly sprinkled on the sides of the altar, Christ’s blood was 

abundantly shed for the sins of the world. Christ’s atonement includes the whole human 

race. No one, high or low, rich or poor, free or bond has been left out of the plan of 

redemption. (Heb 2:8, 9) 

i. The prayer of Jesus for forgiveness at the cross for his enemies embraced not only 

the soldiers who were gambling over his raiment, but for the whole world.  (Luke 

23:34) 

ii. God always answers the prayer of His Son (John 11:42) 

iii. If God did not answer that prayer of Christ, no wicked person will be alive today.  

iv. God can legally allow even the wicked to live (Matt 5:42) because of the atonement 

that Christ made as the true morning and evening sacrifice 

d. Voluntary sacrifice---Just as the morning sacrifice was a voluntary sacrifice, Christ 

volunteered to undertake man’s salvation at any cost to Himself. Upon Christ no 

requirement were laid. He had power to lay down His life and to take it up again. NO 

obligation was laid upon him to undertake the work of atonement. It was a voluntary 

sacrifice that he made.  (John 10:17-18). 

e. Total Sacrifice---Just as the morning and evening sacrifice was totally burnt, Christ held 

nothing back, but gave freely of everything He had (including His eternal life) for the 

redemption of the human race. (2 Cor 8:9; Phil 2:5-7) 

i. Such is a revelation of the goodness of God is what draws all men to Christ (John 

12:32) and leads men everywhere to repent (Rom 2:4; Acts 17:30) 

 

f. Unconditional atonement---Christ Offered Himself when we were yet sinners (Rom 5;6-8) 

just as the morning and evening sacrifice was offered while the people were still in their 

sins. 



4 | P a g e  
 

g. Abundant atonement—just as a profuse amount of blood was sprinkled or splattered 

against the sides of the altar of burnt offering, the death of Christ provided a profuse 

amount of grace for the salvation of all men (Rom 5:21) 

i. God has surrounded the earth with an atmosphere of grace that is as real and as 

abundant as the air we breathe! 

h. Continual cover--Moreover, just as the morning and evening sacrifice was continually 

offered and provided continual cover for the entire camp through the mediation of the 

priest, Christ’s died and continuously intercedes in the heavenly sanctuary  

i. Temporary and limited atonement---just as the morning and evening sacrifice only 

provided a limited and temporary cover for congregation  

i. Christ’s sacrifice benefits all men in that they have a temporary lease on life; they 

can at least enjoy physical life; whereas those who take Jesus as their personal 

offering for sin by faith and repentance are rewarded eternal life (John 5:24; John 

10:10; 1 Tim 4:10; Heb 5:9)  

ii. Christ’s sacrifice for all men will avail only until the day of judgment just as the 

morning and evening sacrifice covered the congregation until the Day of 

Atonement. 

The Impenitent Lose Their Cover on the Day of Atonement and Cut-off 
11. Through the type sanctuary services, we can establish the fact that on the Day of Atonement, only 

those persons whose sins were transferred to the sanctuary through the sprinkling of the blood of 

the sin offerings had a part in the final ministry of the high priest and were cleansed of their sins and 

have the records of their sins never more to be remembered.  

a. In case of corporate sins which were confessed—-the sins were transferred to the holy place 

directly because the blood of the sin offering was sprinkled before the veil and on the altar 

of incense; this served as records of sins repented of and confessed throughout the year. 

(Lev 4:17) 

b. In the case of individual sins which were confessed---the blood of the sin offerings was 

sprinkled on the altar of burnt offering and priest required to eat part of its flesh to bear the 

sin, until the end of the day when they were transferred to the sanctuary when the priest 

presented his own sin offering.  (Lev 4:30; Lev 6:24-26; Lev 10:17) 

c. In the case of sins unrepented of and temporarily atoned for by the morning and evening 

sacrifice—there was no mechanism in place in the daily service for these sins to be 

transferred to the holy place; they remained in the courtyard, sprinkled on the sides of the 

altar of burnt offering; (Lev 1:5);  

d. Just as the priest bore the iniquity of the individual by eating part of the flesh of the sin 

offering, Jesus bore our confessed sins in himself; and just as the priest brought the blood of 

sin offering into the sanctuary at the end of the day, Jesus brought His own blood into the 

heavenly sanctuary when His work on earth was finished, to begin His work of intercession 

there. (Heb 9:12) 
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Conclusion (Application) 
12. Those who are enjoying the benefits of Christ’s continuous mediation as High Priest are privileged to 

grow in grace so much that they finally are able to emulate Christ’s example of self-emptying love---

a love that prompted Him to volunteer as the world’s Redeemer, the Lamb that taketh away the sin 

of the world.   (Rom 12:1) 

13. What does Paul mean by a “living sacrifice”? It is a sacrifice that Paul defines as a savor of life unto 

life (2 Cor 2:15-16) 

i. A life fully surrendered to God and emptied of all self and selfishness is a sweet 

smelling savor that is pleasing to God attracts other men to Christ. 

ii. A legalistic life such as that of the young ruler who kept the commandments all his life, 

is a sacrifice that is a savor of death unto death—i.e. an influence that causes men to 

stumble and be lost. . . 

iii. A mere knowledge of doctrines, lifestyle changes, mechanical obedience to the Law are 

of themselves not a savor of life unto life —it is the imitation of the spirit of Christ in 

self-denial and compassion that make their possessors living sacrifices, attracting 

others and being saved themselves.  


