
Study 33 The Sanctuary Service Series 

The Apostle and High Priest of Our 
Profession Christ Jesus, II 

The Dual Nature of Christ’s Priesthood 
1. Heb 3:1; Heb 7:21 —The call to consider Jesus as apostle and high priest after the order of 

Melchisedek is to consider the dual nature of His Priesthood:  Phase 1, Atoning Sacrifice and Phase 2, 

Intercessor: 

The Son of God . . . has fulfilled His pledge, and has passed into the heavens, to take upon Himself the 

government of the heavenly host. He fulfilled one phase of His priesthood by dying on the cross for the 

fallen race. He is now fulfilling another phase by pleading before the Father the case of the repenting, 

believing sinner, presenting to God the offerings of His people. 7BC 929. 

As in the typical service the high priest laid aside his pontifical robes and officiated in the white linen 

dress of an ordinary priest; so Christ laid aside His royal robes and garbed Himself with humanity and 

offered sacrifice, Himself the priest, Himself the victim. --AA 33. 

a.  We like to think of the High Priestly work of Jesus as merely the work He is doing in the 

heavenly sanctuary, but it also included His sacrificial death on the cross on earth;  he was 

not only sacrifice, but Priest as well (AA 33); 

b. Heb 10:12--The first phase of His Priesthood had to do with making an Atoning Sacrifice on 

earth; this happened once historically speaking 

c. Heb 7:25-- the second phase of His Priesthood is to offer that Sacrifice to His Father in 

behalf of mankind;  this is a continuous process—“ever liveth” to make intercession. . . 

d. 1SM 343--the second phase of His High Priestly Intercession is done by continuously 

presenting His blood as atoning sacrifice;  

2. This understanding about the dual nature of Christ’s High Priestly ministry is crucial and helps one to 

understand  

3. This dual High Priestly function of Jesus as Atoning Sacrifice and Intercessor benefits not only the 

righteous, but the impenitent as well;  

a. Heb 2:9--Jesus was atoning Sacrifice not only for good people but even the wicked;  

b. Heb 7:25--Jesus is not only Intercessor for believers but also for the impenitent, the wicked: 

4. The benefits received by believers through the Priesthood of Jesus are understood (forgiveness, new 

birth, growth in grace, cleansing, conversion, character perfection, eternal life), but the benefits the 

wicked receive as a result of the work of Christ’s Priestly work as Atoning Sacrifice and Intercessor 

are dimly understood; 

a. DA 660—temporal life even of the unjust is the immediate benefit obtained from the blood 

of Christ which was shed on Calvary and presented to God continuously as atoning sacrifice 

To the death of Christ we owe even this earthly life. The bread we eat is the purchase of His broken 

body. The water we drink is bought by His spilled blood. Never one, saint or sinner, eats his daily food, 



but he is nourished by the body and the blood of Christ. The cross of Calvary is stamped on every loaf. It 

is reflected in every water spring. --DA 660. 

b. EW 280—two other benefits the wicked are said to be deprived of when Jesus ceases His 

intercession in the heavenly sanctuary:  

i. Continuous unmerited cover and shelter from divine wrath in spite of impenitence;  

ii. Continuous restraint placed upon Satan, so that the wicked will not be totally under 

his control;    

While Jesus had been standing between God and guilty man, a restraint was upon the people; but when 

He stepped out from between man and the Father, the restraint was removed and Satan had entire 

control of the finally impenitent. It was impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus 

officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work there is finished, and His intercession closes, there is nothing 

to stay the wrath of God, and it breaks with fury upon the shelterless head of the guilty sinner, who has 

slighted salvation and hated reproof. -- EW 280. 

c. Dan 8---The daily service in the heavenly sanctuary is placed as the backdrop of the 

prophetic delineation of the history of the desolating powers of Medo-Persia, Greece and 

the Little Horn, so that it can be seen that these rebellious and wicked nations are also 

benefitted by the work of Intercession going on in the heavenly sanctuary; this benefit is to 

last only until the judgment and the cleansing of the sanctuary is cleansed;    

Continuous Nature of and Cost of Christ’s High Priestly Work  
5. Rev 13:8; Rev 5:6--The dual priestly work of atoning for sin and making intercession started as soon 

as there was sin and continues even at the present, and will continue until the sanctuary is cleansed  

and there is no more sin to be atoned for; 

 

Christ as high priest within the veil so immortalized Calvary that though He liveth unto God, He dies 

continually to sin, and thus if any man sin, he has an advocate with the Father.  --1SM 343. 

 

Christ Jesus is represented as continually standing at the altar, momentarily offering up the sacrifice 

for the sins of the world. He is a minister of the true tabernacle which the Lord pitched and not 

man. . . 1SM 343. 

 

Christ, our Mediator, and the Holy Spirit are constantly interceding in man's behalf. . .1SM 344. 

 

a. Dying Continually to sin---The expressions “dying continually to sin” and “slain from the 

foundation of the world” speak of the continuous pain that is involved in Christ’s work of 

atoning for the sins of man—both confessed sins and sins waiting to be confessed from 

impenitent hearts and lips; 

b. Gal 3:13. Curse of Cross Relived---Jesus must re-experience and relive in His entire 

consciousness the pain of that cursed death—the hopelessness of the death of the wicked 

which He died, He experienced at Calvary , every time He atones for every sin and every 

defect of those who believe in sin. 



c. Morning and evening sacrifice---We are given a window to the pain and suffering involved 

in the work of making atonement in the sanctuary service---the continuous burning of the 

evening and morning sacrifice in the fire, a symbol of divine wrath, Lev 6:12; Deut 4:24; it 

wasn’t enough for the sacrifice to die; it had to continue burning and consuming in the fire 

all day and all night long; I don’t think we have fully understood the significance of this part 

of the ritual of the daily service; 

d. Calvary---We are also given a window to the pain that is in Christ’s heart on account of sin at 

Calvary; a pain that did not begin or end when Christ became a man and suffered death (Ed 

263) 

e. Waning Pain vs. Increasing Pain ---It also goes without saying that the pain Jesus is suffering 

as Intercessor and atoning Sacrifice has not lessened over the years; in fact, as wickedness 

increase till the close of time, the need to make atonement increases, and so does the pain   

Continuous vs. Repetitious Atonement 
6. Heb 9:25-26—the question is raised: if Christ’s atonement and suffering began the moment sin 

entered, why does Paul give the impression that this is not the case because Jesus was only offered 

once? 

7. Note the facts of the issue at hand: 

a. Rev 13:8—Lamb slain from the foundation of the world in essence and principle 

b. Ed 263—Christ’s suffering did not begin or end when He became a man; 

c. Heb 9:25-26; Heb 10:12—Paul is merely making an argument to prove that Christ is a Better 

Sacrifice than the animal sacrifices because He only had to be offered once; He did not have 

to be offered repeatedly, and thus suffer repeatedly;  

d.  The morning and evening sacrifice was only offered once during the day; it was not offered 

repeatedly, like one every hour, but only in the morning and night; but it burned 

continuously until it was consumed 

e. Jesus did not have to be offered repeatedly; he did not have to die multiple times;  He was 

only offered once, but He continually relives pain and agony of that death; 

And He did not have to make an offering of Himself again and again, as the high priest goes into the holy 

place every year with the blood which is not his; For then he would have undergone a number of deaths 

from the time of the making of the world—Heb 9:25-26, Bible in Basic English 

f. Repetitious Death in place of continually dying to sin--- This truth has been perverted by 

the Roman Mass where, each time the host (wafer) is consecrated, Jesus is said to be 

offered repeatedly not just virtually but physically, in reality;   

g. Atonement Completed at Calvary---Those who teach that Jesus made a full and final 

atonement at the cross, a one-time event, fail to understand and appreciate the dual nature 

of Christ’s Priesthood;  therefore they cannot see that the work of making atonement is 

carried into the second phase of Christ’s Priesthood therefore makes it a continuous process 

instead of just a one-time event;  this in turn, results in a limited views of the pain and 

suffering that goes along with the work of making atonement and intercession; 



The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of salvation 

as was His death upon the cross. By His death He began that work which after His resurrection He 

ascended to complete in heave. --GC 489. 

h. No Atonement made at Calvary---Those who teach that no atonement was made on the 

cross because Jesus was merely acting as Sacrifice and not High Priest, likewise have limited 

views of the duality of Christ’s Priestly work and cannot gauge and appreciate the sufferings 

involved;   

i. Heb 8:4 –what about this verse?  Doesn’t it say that Christ was not Priest on earth? 

i. Celestial Santa Claus---Those who teach that atonement was completed at the cross and 

assume that the work of making atonement in the heavenly sanctuary is simply to shed the 

benefits of the atonement , cannot grasp the full meaning and appreciate the EGW ‘s 

statement which says that  “He is continually dying to sin. . .He has immortalized Calvary. . .”  

Learning to Have Fellowship with His Sufferings 
8. Phil 3:10---Those who have limited views of the atonement have no way of fellowshipping with His 

sufferings and therefore have no way of experiencing deeper repentance for sin; 

9. True Christian Maturity---little children do have not any idea of the sacrifices and sufferings made 

by their parents in their efforts to provide and care for them; only as they grow older and mature, 

and are no longer little children are they able to sense their parents’ suffering and appreciate the 

their sacrifices; they then do everything they can to alleviate them; 

a. What would you think of those who children, who, after they have fully grown to adulthood, 

are still not able to have a sense their parents suffering and anguish and are still a burden to 

them? Wouldn’t you call them immature? As those having “dull senses”(Ed 263); 

b. How do these compare with Christians who have already been in the truth for a very long 

time, and yet cannot sense and appreciate the sufferings Christ and His Father continue to 

experience in their behalf?  

c. Zech 12:10---we desperately need to be praying urgently for the spirit of grace and 

supplication to be poured out so we can “mourn for him as one whom we have pierced. . .” 

10. Dan 814—is a Father’s call to His children to sympathize with Him in His sufferings and also a urgent 

call to bring it to an end;  

a. REMEMBER: God has placed in our power the ability to prolong and lengthen that pain or to 

end it. . .as long as defilement through sin is being brought into the sanctuary, there will be 

pain the heart of the One who makes atonement and intercession for it. . . 

b. It is only as we enter into the most holy place by faith that we gain a deeper understanding 

and a better appreciation of Christ’s High Priestly work   

 We must by faith enter within the veil, "whither the forerunner is for us entered." Hebrews 6:20. There 

the light from the cross of Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer insight into the mysteries of 

redemption. GC 489. 


