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Study 35 Sanctuary Service Series 

Reflecting the Image of Jesus Fully, I  

I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a 

high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God 

and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully.  EW 71. 

1. The most immediate observation gathered from this statement above is that during the time of 

trouble there will be no intercession going on in heaven; 

2. Also, the statement also pretty much defines what kind of experience Christians need to have in 

order to survive during the time of trouble, ---i.e. “reflecting the image of Jesus fully;”  

3. Finally, the statement above brings out a very important point about the Christian experience: that 

when considering the Christian experience, it needs to be considered in the light of 2 dispensations:  

a. The time when there IS intercession going on in heavenly sanctuary, and 

b. The time when there is NO intercession going on in heavenly sanctuary 

c. In other words, when talking about the Christian experience, we need to clearly define our 

boundaries: are we talking about the Christian experience of previous generations, the 

faithful of all ages, who lived while Jesus still ministered in the sanctuary above, or are we 

talking about the Christian experience of the final generation who will go through a time 

when there is no sanctuary service taking place in heaven? 

4. The statement in EW 71 raises a lot of questions, some of which are: 

a. The most pressing question: “what does it mean to fully reflect the image of Jesus?” And 

how is it to be obtained?  

b. And then , why will there be no intercession during the time of trouble? Isn’t this the time 

when the saints will need it most? 

c. Also, why is it that EGW says “many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the 

sight of the Lord without a mediator through the time of trouble?” 

What “Reflecting the Image of Jesus Fully” Is 
5. There is a great deal of confusion among Adventists when it comes to the subject of character 

perfection (reflecting the image of Jesus fully); there is also confusion as to how it is to be obtained; 

6. Some misconceptions to consider before we look at the real thing:   

a. An impossible undertaking—reflecting the image of Jesus is totally impossible; 

b.  Full surrender only---Perfection of character only involves the full surrender of the mind 

and will to Christ;  being in a state of total freedom from sinful acts is not included, and is in 

fact, presumed impossible because of the hopeless depravity of the human nature;   

c. No more willful sins---Christians will become perfect when they cease from committing 

willful sins; but they will still be committing unintentional sins,  

i. The main argument against this idea is, intercession in the heavenly sanctuary is still 

required, even through the time of trouble to atone for unintentional sin;  

ii. This position maintains that there will be no intercession for the wicked only during 

the time of trouble, but not so for the saints because of their commission of 
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unintentional sins; notice the statement again: it is the “saints” who are mentioned 

as “living in the sight of the Lord without an Intercession through the time of 

trouble!” 

d. Spiritual evolution--perfection of character is a continuing process where one overcomes 

this or that sin, this or that habit, this and that defect of character (with the help of the Holy 

Spirit, of course), until finally. . . one has evolved into perfection ---no more sin to overcome! 

i. This is the root of legalism in the church; the emphasis of the experience is on 

behavior change; the focus is on what is the believer attains and not on the 

atonement Jesus is doing in the heavenly sanctuary;   

ii. This attitude breeds the spirit of faultfinding and intolerance for others who are still 

struggling with habits that have not yet been overcome;   

iii. Worst of all, it robs the Christian of the assurance of present salvation because one 

never knows if he has overcome enough and is ready for the time of trouble; the 

result is fear and fear leads to despair; many have become discouraged and left the 

church for this reason; 

7. NOTE: The end-time Christian experience described as “reflecting the image of Jesus fully” will 

involve more than just the full surrender of the will; more than just bringing an end to the 

commission of willful sins only; and definitely more than just overcoming every sinful habit and 

every wrong act-- 

8. What reflecting the image of Jesus fully is: (Eph 4:13-14) 

 

Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary 

above are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be spotless, their 

characters must be purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling. GC 425. 

 

a. This perfection of character is more than just FULL surrender of the mind and will to Christ; 

notice that in the “spotless robes” which the people of God will have,  there is no room for 

any flaw or imperfection lf any kind in the character (robes),  no room even for 

unintentional sins; (See 5T 216, “the seal of God will never be placed upon the head of. . .”) 

b. Notice also that the perfection is obtained “by the blood of the sprinkling” –an atoning act 

of Christ, not by human effort! It is the result of the Christ’s full and final atonement. 

 

9. Notice another statement: 

 

Now, while our great High Priest is making the atonement for us, we should seek to become perfect 

in Christ. Not even by a thought could our Saviour be brought to yield to the power of temptation. 

Satan finds in human hearts some point where he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire is 

cherished, by means of which his temptations assert their power. But Christ declared of Himself: 

"The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me." John 14:30. Satan could find nothing in 

the Son of God that would enable him to gain the victory. He had kept His Father's commandments, 

and there was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his advantage. This is the condition in which 

those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble.  GC 623. 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

a. Not even by a thought—the perfection required in the time of trouble is more than just 

moral uprightness, or perfection of the external behavior or the lifestyle, but perfection in 

the realm of thoughts! 

b. No sin in him—no “sin dwelling in me;”  so that “it is longer I that do it but sin dwelling in 

me”; in other words, no more “man of Romans 7” experience where the believer is not in 

control but sin dwelling in him, is; 

10. Another statement: 

So, in the time of trouble, if the people of God had unconfessed sins to appear before them while 

tortured with fear and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off their faith, and they 

could not have confidence to plead with God for deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their 

unworthiness, they have no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins have gone beforehand to judgment 

and have been blotted out, and they cannot bring them to remembrance.  GC 620. 

c. No memory of sins blotted out---sins are no longer remembered as final fulfillment of the new 

covenant promise (Heb 10:1-2; Heb 10:16-18); this is the reason why intercession is no longer 

needed in the time of trouble; once the sins are purged and there is no memory of them, then 

sacrifice is no longer needed; 

11. Many do not realize what they must be because they do not study the Christian experience in 

connection with the sanctuary service, especially in connection with its dual ministration and the 

difference in the benefits obtained! 

How Perfection Is Attained 
12. Zech 3:1-5, 9. Perfection of character or fully reflecting the image of Jesus is the result of a 

command given: “Take away their filthy garment;” 

Zechariah's vision of Joshua and the Angel applies with peculiar force to the experience of God's people 

in the closing scenes of the great day of atonement. The remnant church will then be brought into great 

trial and distress. . . 

As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for purity of heart, the command is given, 

"Take away the filthy garments," and the encouraging words are spoken, "Behold, I have caused thine 

iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." Zechariah 3:4. The spotless 

robe of Christ's righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, faithful children of God. The despised 

remnant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of the world. Their 

names are retained in the Lamb's book of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages. They have resisted 

the wiles of the deceiver; they have not been turned from their loyalty by the dragon's roar. Now they 

are eternally secure from the tempter's devices. Their sins are transferred to the originator of sin. A "fair 

miter" is set upon their heads.  PK 587-591. 

Instantaneous Perfection 
13. Notice that in PK 591, the command to take away the filthy garments and the clothing of a change 

of raiment takes effect immediately; it is not the result of something I do over a long period of time 

as in the process of overcoming sins; notice also 5T 216: 
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When the decree goes forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will remain pure and 

spotless for eternity.  5T 216. 

 

14. Many are uncomfortable with the idea of a perfection that is achieved instantaneously, but that’s 

exactly what the PK 591 and 5T 216 teach! 

15. Also, notice that  there are 3 levels of perfection in the Christian experience and all of them, with no 

exception, are obtained instantaneously: 

a. Christian perfection –justification through faith in Christ; the beginning of the Christian 

perfection—given the moment the Christian believes in Christ; (Eph 1:13) 

b. Character perfection—sin eradicated completely and blotted out from the character and 

from the books of heaven during the final atonement (Zech 3:1-5, 9; Lev 16:30) 

c. Sinless perfection—obtained at the twinkling of an eye when Jesus changes the corrupt 

bodies into His glorious body at His second coming; (Phil 3:21) 

Preparation for the Final Atonement 
16. The benefit of the final atonement is given only to those who are preparing their hearts and minds 

to receive it: this is where the work of daily overcoming sin comes in. 

It is now that we must keep ourselves and our children unspotted from the world. It is now that we must 

wash our robes of character and make them white in the blood of the Lamb. It is now that we must 

overcome pride, passion, and spiritual slothfulness. It is now that we must awake and make determined 

effort for symmetry of character. "Today if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts." We are in a 

most trying position, waiting, watching for our Lord's appearing. The world is in darkness. "But ye, 

brethren," says Paul, "are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief." It is ever God's 

purpose to bring light out of darkness, joy out of sorrow, and rest out of weariness for the waiting, 

longing soul.    

What are you doing, brethren, in the great work of preparation? Those who are uniting with the world 

are receiving the worldly mold and preparing for the mark of the beast. Those who are distrustful of self, 

who are humbling themselves before God and purifying their souls by obeying the truth these are 

receiving the heavenly mold and preparing for the seal of God in their foreheads. When the decree goes 

forth and the stamp is impressed, their character will remain pure and spotless for eternity.   

Now is the time to prepare. The seal of God will never be placed upon the forehead of an impure man or 

woman. It will never be placed upon the forehead of the ambitious, world-loving man or woman. It will 

never be placed upon the forehead of men or women of false tongues or deceitful hearts. All who 

receive the seal must be without spot before God--candidates for heaven. Go forward, my brethren and 

sisters. I can only write briefly upon these points at this time, merely calling your attention to the 

necessity of preparation. Search the Scriptures for yourselves, that you may understand the fearful 

solemnity of the present hour.  5T 215-216. 

17. Rev 14:12; Rom 8:24-25; Gal 5:5--Patience is needed because it is not dispensed right away; 

18. 1 John 3:2-3--Those who lean on this hope of perfection purify themselves even now; while those 

who fail to do so show that they do not desire the gift of Christ’s robe of righteousness.   


