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The Sanctuary Services Series 

Study 13 Willful Sins Vs. Sins of 
Ignorance, I 

Introductory Thought 
Some people assume  that only sins of ignorance were dealt with in the sanctuary service.  If this is true, 

then in order to preserve a strict one to one correspondence between the type and antitype, we have to 

teach that the blood of Jesus, is only effectual in providing forgiveness for sins of ignorance, and not for 

the more grosser sins. 

Catalogue of Sins and Offenses That Polluted the Sanctuary 
1. Heb 9:7.  The sins that were atoned for and purged from the sanctuary on the Day of Atonement 

are defined here as “errors of the people. 

a. “Errors” (agnoema)  in Greek simply means “sins committed for lack of information” 

b. This appears to be a direct reference to the sins of ignorance described in Lev 4 and Num 

15 which were atoned for, forgiven during the daily service and transferred to the 

sanctuary thus defiling it during the entire year; 

c. If sins of ignorance were already dealt with and atoned for during the daily service, why 

make atonement for them again on the Day of Atonement? 

2. But were the sins purged or blotted out from the records of the sanctuary on the Day of 

Atonement only and strictly sins of ignorance?  A lot more sins were removed from the sanctuary 

on the Day of Atonement than just sins of ignorance or “errors”. 

3. As we study the sanctuary services carefully and a little more thoroughly (not haphazardly, not 

superficially), we see that he sanctuary service did not just deal with a tiny spectrum of human 

sins and sinfulness (i.e.  sins of ignorance); they were designed to deal with a broader spectrum of 

(human guilt and sinfulness) ; 

4. If these sins were purged from the sanctuary on the Day of Atonement, it is safe to say these were 

the same sins that were transferred to the sanctuary daily. 

a. Lev 16:16. The sins removed from the sanctuary on the Day of Atonement included the 

following: Uncleanness, transgressions in all their sins (Lev 16:16);  

b. Lev 16:21. Also iniquities (Lev 16:21). 

i. Uncleanness (ha'm.ju)— ritual defilement or filthiness, pollution as a result of 

several things;  ignorantly touching carcasses of dead men and animals (Lev 5:2-6); 

also uncleanness from childbirth; monthly periods, defilement caused by 

emissions of bodily fluids such as seme, etc  (Lev 11-15) for which in many cases 

sin offerings were required;   

1. Uncleanness  was transferred into the sanctuary in the case of contracting 

ritual impurity: 

2. knowingly as in  
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a. childbirth (Lev 12:1-6) 

b. bodily discharges (Lev 15:1-15, especially verse 15) 

c. monthly periods (Lev 15:19-30) 

3. Ignorantly, as in coming in contact with the carcasses of dead animals or 

people (Lev 5:2-3) 

4. Uncleanness was lethal and had to be atoned for and transferred to the 

sanctuary  to preserve the lives of the people (Lev 15:31).  

5. Spiritually speaking, sin brings uncleanness and taints man’s good 

behavior (Mark 7:21-23;  Tit 1:15; 1SM 343-344; 

6. Came into the sanctuary through the blood of the sin offerings for 

uncleanness; 

 

ii. Transgressions  ([v;P,)--- From "transgress," or trespass; to pass over or 

beyond; to overpass (trespass), as any rule prescribed as the limit of duty; 

to break or violate, as a law, civil or moral; the act of transgressing; the 

violation of a law or known principle of rectitude; breach of command 

(Num 14:41; Neh 13:27; Matt 15:2-3; Rom 2:27; 1 John 3:4); offense; crime; 

sin.  

1. Transgressions and sins were the sinful acts that were forgiven and 

transferred to the sanctuary through the sins and trespass offerings; 

2. These offenses could either be committed  

a. ignorantly and therefore unintentionally (See Lev 4; Num 15)and 

even  

b. knowingly, and therefore intentionally and willfully, as long as 

they were not committed presumptuously or defiantly or in open 

rebellion  

c. presumptuous sins demanded the life of the offender (Num 

15:30-31)  

 

iii. Sins (ha'J'x;)— Viewed as chatha', "coming short of our true end," the glory 

of God (Rom. 3:23), literally, missing the mark; actions that become sinful 

because they do not reach or measure up to God’s standard of holiness; 

1. Ps 16:2. Our righteousness extendeth not unto thee; 

2. Luke 17:10. Talks about the unprofitability of the best of human efforts 

because they do not measure up to God’s standards; 

iv. Iniquities (!wO[']))--- By far the most common and important is Heb: `awon 

(about 215 times). Etymologically, it is customary to explain it as meaning 

literally "crookedness," "perverseness," i.e. evil regarded as that which is 

not straight or upright, moral distortion (from Heb: `iwwah, "to bend," 

"make crooked," "pervert").   
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1. Iniquity, the root or cause of sinning, perversity, was ceremonially borne 

by the priesthood in the ritual of eating of the flesh of the sin offerings 

(Lev 6:25-26 and Lev 10:17); 

2. Refers to the selfishness, the perversity, hidden motives, thoughts and 

feelings that prompt sinful actions; 

3. These are of themselves considered sinful in the eyes of God because He 

reads the heart; 

4. Got into the sanctuary through the flesh of the sin or trespass offering 

Sins of Ignorance 
5. Although not usually thought of as transgressions, guilt was incurred nevertheless in sins of 

ignorance and sin offerings were required (Lev 5:17) 

a. Examples of sins of ignorance not provided in Lev 4 but some given in Lev 5 

i. Refusal to testify hence lying (Lev 5:1) 

ii. Contracting uncleanness ignorantly (Lev 5:2-3) 

iii. Swearing and giving false oaths ignorantly (Lev 5:4) 

iv. Sinning with regards to the holy things of God, i.e. tithes, offerings, firstfruits and 

gifts—this required a restitution with an additional fine of 20% with the offering of 

a ram for a trespass offering (Lev 5:15-16) 

v. Sinning ignorantly against anything forbidden by the 10 commandments (Lev 

5:17-19) 

vi. Lev 5:17---a summary statement for all manner of sins of ignorance, stating that 

guilt was involved even though the act was done ignorantly 

 

6. Lev 5:17-19 is a blanket statement about sinning ignorantly against any of the commandments of 

the Lord.  So, can the 10 commandments be broken ignorantly? 

a. Cannibals and headhunters break the 6th commandment without knowing it 

b. Catholics break the 2nd commandment ignorantly by bowing down to idols and images of 

saints; they break the 4th commandment ignorantly by going to mass on the first day of 

the week instead of the seventh; 

c. Adventists also  break the fourth commandment unintentionally whenever their thoughts 

wander to some forbidden grounds on the Sabbath, even right in the middle of church 

service;  

d. Paul’s sinning ignorantly when persecuting Christians (1 Tim 1:13) 

e. Also, when it is realized that obeying the Law means loving God will all out might and all 

our heart and loving our neighbor as ourselves, we begin to realize that we are a lot more 

guilty of sins of ignorance than we realize (Mark 12:31-31) 

f. The murder and crucifixion of Christ, of which all human being have a part, is a sin for 

which we have, for the most part not yet realized and acknowledged (Luke 23:34; DA 745; 

TM 38; Zech 12:10-11) 

g. We are also guilty of sins we would commit if we had the opportunity (5BC 1085); sin of 

ignorance here is not merely sinful acts committed ignorantly, but rather ignorance of the 
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sinfulness of one’s character because of the strong potential to sinning of which little is 

known about (see Peter example DA 713) and Laodicea’s unknown spiritual malady (Rev 

3:17) 

h. In connection with this, Heb 9:27 could be referring to one’s sinfulness of which little is 

known about, and for which the atonement made on the Day of Atonement was cure 

7. Sins of ignorance are often brushed off as minor and insignificant, but they are nevertheless sins in 

God’s eyes and require a sin offering because there is a level of guilt attached to them (Lev 5:17) 

8. God has compassion on the ignorant as long as that ignorance is not willful (Heb 5:2 cf Hos 4:6; 

Heb 10:26) 

None will be condemned for not heeding light and knowledge that they never had, and they 

could not obtain. But many refuse to obey the truth that is presented to them by Christ's 

ambassadors, because they wish to conform to the world's standard, and the truth that has reached 

their understanding, the light that has shone in the soul, will condemn them in the judgment.--5BC 

1145 (1884).   

Those who have an opportunity to hear the truth and yet take no pains to hear or understand 

it, thinking that if they do not hear they will not be accountable, will be judged guilty before God the 

same as if they had heard and rejected. There will be no excuse for those who choose to go in error 

when they might understand what is truth. In His sufferings and death Jesus has made atonement for 

all sins of ignorance, but there is no provision made for willful blindness.   

We shall not be held accountable for the light that has not reached our perception, but for 

that which we have resisted and refused. A man could not apprehend the truth which had never been 

presented to him, and therefore could not be condemned for light he had never had.--5BC 1145 

(1893).  LDE 218 

 

Conclusion 
9. Also, there is more to ignorance than just ignorance of God’s Laws and commands: 

 
The great mass of mankind are thoughtless, careless, irreverent, and they do not concern themselves 

with serious thoughts as to the things of eternal importance. One reason for the state of carelessness 

in society is that the Christian world itself has made void the law of God. Large numbers claim 

sanctification who will not hear to the binding obligation of the divine precepts. They are willfully 

ignorant of the attributes of God, ignorant of the law, ignorant of what constitutes genuine religion, 

and ignorant of their own sinful, defective characters. If the truth as it is in Jesus should flash upon 

their hearts, they would be constrained to cry out, "Unclean, unclean." They would, if candid, have to 

repent of their transgression of God's law; for "by the law is the knowledge of sin;" they would have to 

exercise faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, whose blood alone can cleanse from all sin.  RH Nov 18, 

1890. 

a. Peter’s sin in denying Jesus (DA 713) is an example of ignorance of one’s own sinful, 

defective character: 
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10. Could it be then that Paul’s reference in Heb 9:9 to sins of errors purged ion the Day of Atonement 

had to do with the purging of defective sinful characters? Could this be the underlying meaning of 

the cleansing of the people on the Day of Atonement? 

 


