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Study 1 -- “The Covenants and the Sanctuaries” 

Key Thought: It is very important that we see the connection between the covenants and their promises to the Hebrew 
sanctuary and its services.   Their connection is duly noted in the book of Hebrews. The best way to begin a series of 
studies on the sanctuary and its services is to see clearly the underlying rationale for its construction. 

THE COVENANT AND THE SANCTUARY  

1. The sanctuary built by Moses is connected to the covenant made by God with him.  Heb 9:1 
a. Note: the primary instrument was the covenant 
b. Because there was a covenant, provisions could be made for sin and transgression and uncleanness—

that is, through the sanctuary and its services 
 

2. Neither is the ministry of Christ as High priest in the heavenly sanctuary separated from the covenant.  Heb 
8:1, 2, 6. 
 

3. The idea being that Christ’s sanctuary, His ministry and His covenant were so much better than those of the 
old dispensation. 

THE 40-DAY COVENANT 

4. Before the  proclamation of the 10 commandments by God’s audible voice, God sent a message by Moses to 
Israel, saying that if they will obey His voice and keep His covenant, they will be his people Exo 19:3-9 
 

5. But when the people heard the voice of God uttering the 10 commandments in loud thundering voice, they 
said they would rather speak to Moses but not God, lest they die. Exo 20:18-19. 
 

6. God obliged and had Moses declare his judgments or His ordinances.  Exo 21:1-23:19. 
a. NOTE: These ordinances were prefaced with a warning: that they should not worship strange gods.  

Exo. 20:23-26 
7. Moses wrote down these laws and judgments in a book and read them before the congregation during a 

solemn meeting. 
a. He declared “Behold the covenant which the Lord made with you. . .” Exo 24:3-8  

8. The people with one voice reaffirmed their commitment to the covenant; Moses ratifies he covenant by 
sprinkling blood of a burnt offering upon the altar and upon the people. 

9. Following the ratification of this covenant, Moses goes up to the mount of God and communes with Him for 
40 days  Exo 24:18 

10. IMPORTANT:   
a. This covenant did not include a sanctuary and services to sin and forgiveness 
b. This covenant had no provision for mercy Exo 23:20-21 
c. The covenant was based on human promises (i.e. the promise of the people to keep the Lord’s 

statutes; Exo 19:8; Exo 24:3, 7) 
d. Hence, a single transgression could annul the covenant 

MOSES ON THE MOUNT 
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11. While with God on the mount, Moses receives instruction on how a sanctuary should be built so that God can 
extend mercy and forgiveness for sin. Exo 25-31.   

12. God writes down the 10 commandments in tables of stone He uttered to the people 40 days ago; this was to 
be placed at the heart of the sanctuary Exo 32:15-16; Exo 25:16 

13. While God was communing with Moses on the Mount, the people in the camp were enjoying the 
licentiousness of idol worship in violation of the covenant which had no mercy. Exo 32:1-6, 25 

MOSES INTERCEDES FOR ISRAEL 

14. The enormity of Israel’s sin was in the fact that there was no provision in the covenant for mercy or 
forgiveness for Israel’s transgression; God’s righteous indignation for the violation of this covenant is 
manifested in His desire to exterminate the nation of Israel Exo 32:7-10 

15. Moses pleads in behalf of Israel proposes to make an atonement for Israel Exo 32:11-14, 30-34  
16. Through this act, Moses  becomes the type of Christ as Intercessor Heb 3:1-6 

GOD RENEWS HIS COVENANT WITH ISRAEL 

17. God renews His covenant with Israel through Moses or with Moses as Surety.  Exo. 34:10, 27 
a. This is in contrast with the 40-day covenant where God makes a covenant with Israel through the 70 

elders Exo 24:1, 9 

LESSONS FROM THE 40-DAY COVENANT 

18. Why did God initially place Israel on a covenant that had no mercy and no provisions for forgiveness?   
a. To impress Israel of the awesomeness of his law so they will understand the depths of their guilt 
b. To impress Israel about the sinfulness of their lives and their inability to keep their promises to keep 

God’s law.  Jer 17:9; SC 47 

Many are inquiring, "How am I to make the surrender of myself to God?" You desire to give yourself to Him, but 

you are weak in moral power, in slavery to doubt, and controlled by the habits of your life of sin. Your promises and 

resolutions are like ropes of sand. You cannot control your thoughts, your impulses, your affections. The knowledge of your 

broken promises and forfeited pledges weakens your confidence in your own sincerity, and causes you to feel that God 

cannot accept you; but you need not despair. What you need to understand is the true force of the will. This is the governing 

power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice. Everything depends on the right action of the will. The 

power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your heart, you cannot of yourself give to 

God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You can give Him your will; He will then work in you to will and to do 

according to His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your 

affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.  SC 47   

 
c. To prepare them to understand and appreciate his grace and mercy  

 
19. Adam initially also placed on a covenant that had no mercy. Gen 2:17. Had not stepped between Him and the 

Father the moment he sinned, Adam would have died on the same day he sinned. Rev 13:8; DA 210 
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“As soon as there was sin, there was a Saviour.”  DA 210. 

40-Day Covenant First Covenant 
(Old Covenant) 

New Covenant 

Lasted 40 days Lasted until the cross of Christ 

(Heb 8:13) 

Called the everlasting covenant  
(Heb 13:20) 

No mercy; no provision for 
forgiveness 

Forgiveness through animal sacrifice 

(Lev 4:35) 

Forgiveness and blotting out of sin 
(Heb 8:10-12) 

Ratified by the blood of goats Ratified by the blood of sacrifices Ratified by the precious blood of 
Christ (Luke 22:20) 

No provision for an earthly sanctuary A worldly sanctuary and its services 
(Heb 9:1,2) 

Heavenly sanctuary 
(Heb 8:1); better sanctuary (Heb 
9:11) 

Covenant made with Israel through 
the 70 elders (Exo 24:8-9) 

Covenant made with Israel through 
Moses (Exo 34:27) 

Covenant made with Israel through 
Christ  

No priesthood Aaronic priesthood  Christ as high priest after the order of 
Melchisedek, a priest-king (Heb 7:17) 

No sacrifice Animal sacrifices Christ’s sacrifice better sacrifice (Heb 
9:23) 

Based on fidelity on the 10 
commandments 

Based on fidelity on the 10 
commandments 

Based on faith in Christ’s perfect 
obedience  shown in obedience to His 
commandments (John 14:15) 

Based on human promise to keep 
God’s law and on human ability to 
keep that promise 

Based on a promise of a Savior to 
come. 

Based on God’s fulfillment of His 
promise  in the holy history of Jesus 
Christ 

 Could not make the worshippers 
perfect as pertaining to the 
conscience (Heb 9:9) 

Perfection of character is he goal 
(Heb 9:9; Heb 10:1-2; Heb 7:11) 

 Could not purge the conscience of 
sins 

Sins no longer remembered (Heb 
10:16-17) 

 Required the repetitious sacrifice of 
animals 

One sacrifice sufficient 

  Called the better covenant (Heb 7:22) 

 

CONCLUSION: 

20. Those living in the time of the end should have a greater appreciation of the gospel than those living in past 
generations because upon them has converged all the blessings that those living in the past had been denied. 
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21. Of all generations of Christians, they should be the most spiritual, the most endowed 
22. Christians living through the trials and tests of the time of the end should remain steadfast that they through 

patience might receive the promise (Heb 10:35-39) 
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