
Study 36 Sanctuary Study Series 

Fully Reflecting the Image, II 

1. In EW 71, we are told that “Many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the 

Lord without a High Priest in the time of trouble. . .” 

a. In other words, many do not understand the nature of the Christian experience they must 

have or the spiritual condition that they must be in, in order to survive a time when the is no 

intercession going on in heaven;  

b. They do not have an understanding of the level of Christian growth they must have, in order 

to stand through the time when there is no sanctuary service going on in heaven; when there 

is no High Priest pleading “Father, my blood, my blood” in behalf of the penitent, faithful 

believers; 

c. The experience labeled as “reflecting the image of Jesus fully” many do not realize what it 

means; 

d. Eph 4:13-15.  Parallel to Paul’s “perfect man” the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ. . .growing up into Him in all things” 

2. And because many do not realize what it means to reflect the image of Jesus fully and how it is to be 

obtained,  many can’t help but be afraid of the time of trouble; 

3. And so, the question now is, what does it take to reflect the image of Jesus fully?  

4. Dan 6:4--Daniel is a type of the people who shall stand faultless before God in the time of the end; 

5. And so, the question is,  if we can live like Daniel today, are we ready for the time of trouble? 

a. The Bible notes Daniel’s sanctified life in terms of the following: 

i. Daniel’s temperance –Dan 1:8 

ii. Daniel’s given skill to interpret dreams and vision—Dan 1:17 

iii. Daniel prayed 3 times a day—Dan 6:10 

iv. Daniel’s self-denial—Dan 10:1-4 

v. Daniel’s upright moral character—Dan 6:4 

The Problem with Sanctification 
6. In her book “The Sanctified Life,” EGW stated that Daniel was an “inspired example of true 

sanctification” (John was another one);  

Daniel was a devoted servant of the Most High. His long life was filled up with noble deeds of service 

for his Master. His purity of character and unwavering fidelity are equaled only by his humility of heart 

and his contrition before God. We repeat, The life of Daniel is an inspired illustration of true 

sanctification.  SL 52. 

7. True sanctification is defined in COL 360 as: 

Let a living faith run like threads of gold through the performance of even the smallest duties. Then all 

the daily work will promote Christian growth. There will be a continual looking unto Jesus. Love for 

Him will give vital force to everything that is undertaken. Thus through the right use of our talents, we 

may link ourselves by a golden chain to the higher world. This is true sanctification; for sanctification 

consists in the cheerful performance of daily duties in perfect obedience to the will of God.  COL 360. 

 



8. The big question now is, If right now, we were holy and truly sanctified to the same extent that Daniel 

was, are we ready for the time of trouble? In other words, is Daniel’s sanctification enough to get us 

through the time of trouble, ALIVE? 

9. And so again, back to the question:  “If we can become “inspired illustration of true sanctification” like 

Daniel (and John) were, are we ready for the time of trouble? 

The Christian Experience in the Light of the Sanctuary Service 
10. The reason why “Many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord 

without a High Priest in the time of trouble” is because they will not study the Christian experience in 

the light of the sanctuary service; they fail to come face to face with the idea there is nothing in the 

Christian experience, whether it is forgiveness, justification, conversion, sanctification the new birth 

that is not derived from the work of, and is a benefit from what Jesus as High Priest is doing in the 

heavenly sanctuary. 

11. Notice the following points about sanctified living: 

a. In addition to forgiveness, sanctification is a benefit derived from the daily service priestly 

ministration in the first apartment of the sanctuary; 

i. Forgiveness--And the priest shall make an atonement and it shall be forgiven him (Lev 

4:20, 26, 31, 36)l the sin was forgiven and transferred to the sanctuary thus defiling it; 

ii. Sanctification--not only forgiveness but a lifetime of transformation of character 

through the work of the High Priest in the first apartment of the sanctuary 

1. Lighting of the candlestick—spiritual discernment through meditation and 

self-reflection 

2. Bread on the table of shewbread—study of God’s word and spiritual 

nourishment 

3. Incense on the altar of incense—communication with God through prayer 

4. Because this ministration was continuous, sanctification is a continuous, 

never-ending, lifetime process; 

12. And so, through the beautiful illustration of the sanctuary service, we clearly see that justification, 

including  growth in grace or sanctification,  (a lifetime process), are the benefits obtained through the 

daily priestly ministration in the first apartment of the sanctuary;   see also EGW’s statement below: 

Justification 

If you give yourself to Him, and accept Him as your Saviour, then, sinful as your life may have been, for 

His sake you are accounted righteous. Christ's character stands in place of your character, and you are 

accepted before God just as if you had not sinned.    

 

Sanctification 

More than this, Christ changes the heart. He abides in your heart by faith. You are to maintain this 

connection with Christ by faith and the continual surrender of your will to Him; and so long as you do 

this, He will work in you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. -SC 62-63. 

13. NOTE: Sanctification, which is a benefit derived from the daily service ministration will not provide 

enough cover to stand in the time of trouble when there is no Intercessor, no sanctuary service going 

on in heaven; what is needed is the benefit to be derived from Christ’s work in the second apartment 

of the heavenly sanctuary--the final atonement typified by the atonement made b y the High Priest on 

the Day of Atonement! 



a. Many fail to realize this because they fail to distinguish between sanctification and perfection 

of the character in the light of the dual nature of the sanctuary service ministration.  

i. Heb 10:14.  Paul differentiated between sanctification and perfection; also, just 

because the same great Sacrifice makes sanctification and perfection possible, it does 

not mean these are the same; 

b. And because many cannot differentiate between the benefits obtained in the daily service of 

the sanctuary and the benefits obtained during the Day of Atonement, many erroneously 

presuppose that the benefit worshippers get from the ministration of Jesus in the second 

apartment of the heavenly sanctuary is just more sanctification, more holy living, more daily 

service benefit; 

Sanctification vs Character Perfection 
14. Sanctification should not be confused with character perfection (reflecting the image of Jesus fully)  

a. Sanctuary is a benefit derived from the Daily service ministration; perfection of the character 

is the benefit of the work of final atonement on the Day of Atonement(s); 

b. Sanctification is a benefit of the sanctuary service available to the faithful of all ages even of 

previous generations; perfection of character is reserved for the final generation 

c. Sanctification a continuous work or a work of a lifetime--perfection is conferred in an instant 

by a divine mandate (Rev 22:11; EW 591) 

d. Sanctification requires an Intercessor--who will forgive sins and take defilement from the 

sinner; perfection allows the saints to stand during the time of trouble without an Intercessor 

i. Dan 9:20. Although sanctified, Daniel confessed his sins\sinfulness (at 90 years of 

age!). If all we have is sanctification, we would still be making confession of sin and 

will be requiring the daily service intercession to get by; 

Daniel humbled himself before God, to confess his sins and the sins of his people. RH Mar 

15, 1887. 

ii. Prayer of confession presupposes memory of sin--Confessing of sin means we can 

still remember them; 

1. In GC 620, we are told that the saints in the time of must have no unconfessed 

sins to make and cannot bring any particular sin. This way, there is no 

pollution coming from them to defile the sanctuary which is closed in the first 

place.   

iii. Penitential prayers defile the sanctuary--- Another point, Even the prayers of the 

most sanctified lips are so defiled that Priestly intercession is needed before they can 

be presented to God; this is good  as long as the sanctuary is open and service is going 

on (Dan 9:3; Isa 6:5; Rev 8:3);  

 

The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent confession of sin ascend from true 

believers as incense to the heavenly sanctuary, but passing through the corrupt channels of humanity, 

they are so defiled that unless purified by blood, they can never be of value with God. They ascend not 

in spotless purity, and unless the Intercessor, who is at God's right hand, presents and purifies all by 

His righteousness, it is not acceptable to God. All incense from earthly tabernacles must be moist with 

the cleansing drops of the blood of Christ. He holds before the Father the censer of His own merits, in 



which there is no taint of earthly corruption. He gathers into this censer the prayers, the praise, and 

the confessions of His people, and with these He puts His own spotless righteousness. Then, perfumed 

with the merits of Christ's propitiation, the incense comes up before God wholly and entirely 

acceptable. Then gracious answers are returned.  1SM 344. (Rev 8:3-4) 

 

15. Prayers even from the most sanctified lips add to the defilement of the sanctuary;   

a. Jesus offered Himself only once (Heb 10:10, 12), but the pollution of the sanctuary is 

continuous process because of the confession of sins and the prayers of the saints! 

16. Hence, we see that justification and Sanctification, wonderful as they may be do not prepare us to go 

through the time of trouble  ALIVE! They prepare us to die but not to be alive when there is no 

intercession going on in heaven! 

17. We need more than just a healthy lifestyle, moral uprightness and sanctified hearts to endure the 

rigors of the time of trouble; here’s what is demanded of those who will be alive in the time of trouble:  

Reflecting the Image of Jesus Fully 
18. The level of Christian perfection that will be obtained by the saints before Jesus leaves the Most Holy  

Place is described by EGW in the following words: 

a. reflecting the image of Jesus fully EW 71 

b. Not even by a thought. . . GC 623 

c. Nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of the world. . .eternally secure from the 

tempter’s devices PK 591 

d. Characters remain pure for all eternity 5T 216 

e. No concealed wrongs to reveal (or confess) and cannot bring their sins to remembrance GC 

620 

Conclusion 
19. Daniel becomes as type of a people who will stand perfect and reflecting the image or character of 

Jesus fully in the time of trouble not because he was an inspired example of true sanctification, but 

because his daily sanctified life would have given him the preparation he needed to receive the 

benefit of Christ’s final atonement, if he lived through the time of trouble without a High Priest during 

his time. . . 

20. A work of reform and preparation needed  

 

Those who are living upon the earth when the intercession of Christ shall cease in the sanctuary above 

are to stand in the sight of a holy God without a mediator. Their robes must be spotless, their 

characters must be purified from sin by the blood of sprinkling. Through the grace of God and their 

own diligent effort they must be conquerors in the battle with evil. While the investigative judgment is 

going forward in heaven, while the sins of penitent believers are being removed from the sanctuary, 

there is to be a special work of purification, of putting away of sin, among God's people upon earth. 

GC 425. 


