
The Sanctuary Service Series 

Study 07 The Cleansing of the 
Heavenly Sanctuary, II 

Why We Need To Be in the Know 
1.  It is absolutely essential at this time to know what Jesus is doing in the Most Holy Place of the 

heavenly sanctuary for two reasons (GC 488) 

Those who would share the benefits of the Savior’s mediation should permit nothing to interfere with 
their duty to perfect holiness in the fear of God. The precious hours, instead of being given to pleasure, 
to display, or to gain seeking, should be devoted to an earnest, prayerful study of the word of truth. The 
subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment should be clearly understood by the people of 
God. All need knowledge for themselves of the position and work of their great High Priest. Otherwise it 
will be impossible for them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to occupy the position 
which God designs them to fill. Every individual has a soul to save or to lose. Each has a case pending at 
the bar of God. Each must meet the great Judge face to face. . .GC 488 

2. In Paul’s time (and before 1844) this knowledge about the work of Jesus in the 2nd apartment of the 
heavenly sanctuary was irrelevant and immaterial (Heb 9:5) 

a. Paul here does not speak about the 2nd apartment of the sanctuary and the ministry to it 
because it did not pertain to his time; 
 

3. In fact, this knowledge about the final work of Jesus in the Most Holy Place of the heavenly 
sanctuary was part of the prophecies of Daniel that was sealed (to the understanding) because it 
pertained to the time of the end  

a. Dan 7:10-13--- contains the prophecy about the events surrounding the movement of Jesus 
from the holy place to the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary to perform a work of 
investigative judgment and cleansing following the type services of the earthly sanctuary 

b. Dan 8:14, 26; Dan 12:9---events surrounding the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary are 
sealed until the time of the end; 
 

4. There are those who teach that it is not necessary to know anything about the cleansing of the 
sanctuary theology as long as we love Jesus and keep his commandments; this is a very dangerous 
mindset based on what we understand from GC 488 

a. Without this understanding, it will be impossible for us to exercise the faith that is needed 
at this time (contrast with the faith needed in the time of Martin Luther) 

b. Without this understanding, it will be impossible to fill the position God wants us to fill 
i. This position has to do with going through the Day of Atonement soul affliction; 
ii. Occupying this position requires self-denial and the surrender of anything that is 

self-indulging; this is something very few are willing to undertake; many hearers but 
few doers (MB 147) 
 



5. Therefore,  Paul’s words in Heb 9:5 “We cannot now speak of the work of Jesus in the 2nd apartment 
particularly” cannot be interpreted to apply to us who live in the time of the end, or after the end of 
the 2300 years prophecy; 
 

The Typical Day of Atonement Service in Lev 16 
6. The knowledge of what Jesus is doing in the Most holy place today may be gleaned from a careful 

study of the cleansing of the earthly sanctuary on the Day of Atonement   
 
a. This is recorded in Lev 16 
 
b. The services performed on the Day of Atonement in the time of Moses serves as type or 

figure of what Jesus, as the true High Priest would do, at the end of the 2300 years (Heb 9:7-
9) 

 
i. Notice what the test says: “Figure for the time then present”---in other words, the 

rites and rituals written in Lev 16 were for Moses, Aaron and the Israelites back then 
in their time, not the Christian church living in the time of the end; 

ii. This is very important to know because not everything in Lev 16 has an application 
or counterpart in what Jesus is doing in the heavenly sanctuary  

iii. There are many disconnects and even anomalies 
 

7. Lev 16 may be summed up briefly as follows: 
a. On that Day, the last day of the religious year, the high priest made a special and final 

atonement to cleanse the congregation and the sanctuary of sin (Lev 16:30-33) 
b. The sanctuary had become defiled because of all the sins that have been transferred there 

during the daily service, as they were forgiven; therefore it needed cleansing; 
i. The sins came in through the sin offerings (Lev 16:16) 

c. The people  were also cleansed so that the sanctuary will not be defied anymore; 
8. This Daily service was designed to impress upon the minds of the people the fact  

a. That the commission of sin not only caused condemnation to the sinner,  but defilement 
upon the sanctuary whenever  it was forgiven, because God essentially bore the sin  

b. This happened on a day to day basis; 
9. The Day of Atonement service on the other hand, was designed to teach the people that God wasn’t 

going to be in the business of bearing sin forever;   
a. If there’s a lesson that the cleansing of the sanctuary teachers, it is this: that God would one 

day, no longer have a mechanism in place to forgive sin and transfer them to His sanctuary 
to be defiled again (Heb 9:27) 

Anomalies and Disconnects  
10. As we study Lev 16 with the view to understand more fully and more clearly the work of Jesus in 

making that final atonement in the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, we need to be aware 
that there are anomalies in the text and disconnects between type and antitype 

a. Anomalies—because in the certain rituals described in the text, there is clearly a break from 
established procedures and regulations; 



b. Disconnects between type and antitype---because there are things said about Aaron as high 
priest that do not apply to Christ as the true High priest and certain things he does that does 
not have an exact counterpart in the work of Jesus in the heavenly sanctuary 

c. This is important to know because there are those who try to find applications in 
everything single thing that is described in Lev 16; this is an unprofitable undertaking 

11. As mentioned; the Day of atonement rituals in Lev 16 was a figure for the time then present; it was 
written for Moses, Aaron, the congregation living in their time; not the Christian church living in the 
21st century 

12. But just because there are anomalies and disconnects, doesn’t mean there are no lessons to learn 
and no applications in the Christian experience; in fact, these anomalies and disconnects kind of 
bring these lessons home more fully; examples later 

The Day of Atonement Service: A Verse by Verse Analysis 
13. NOTE: In this study we go over the chapter focusing only on Aaron, the high priest and what he had 

to do; in the next study we focus on the congregation and what God required of them; 
 

14. Verses 1-2---the command given to Aaron to enter the 2nd apartment of the Mosaic sanctuary given 
in the context of the recent death of his 2 sons Nadab and Abihu 

a. EXTREME CAUTION to be exercised--Given to warn him to exercise EXTREME CAUTION 
when approaching the ark on the Day of Atonement so that what happened to his sons does 
not happen to him; he himself was a sinner under the condemnation of God’s holy Law; 

b. Extreme danger of death---The possibility of dying was real because God was going to 
“appear in a cloud upon the mercy seat” on that day (verse 1) 

i. Aaron had to through an elaborate process of preparing for this once a year 
encounter with God by 

1. Being separated for 7 days from family and staying within the temple 
precinct to prepare for this encounter 

2. He fasted 
3. He examined himself to see if there were cherished sins and unconfessed 

sins 
4. He spent time rehearsing every step of the cleansing process with other 

attendant priests to make sure he made no mistake that might cause him to 
lose his life 

c. Disconnect--We see a disconnect here because Jesus does not have to exercise extreme 
caution when approaching the Father; He was sinless 

i. The council of peace between the Father and the Son (Zech 6:13) 
ii. Not fear and apprehension but peace 

iii. We are accepted in the Beloved  
iv. We don’t have to worry about what God thinks of us but what God thinks of his son 
v. This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased (Matt 3:17) 

15. Verse 12-13---incense beaten small 
a. Before Aaron brought the blood of the sin offerings into the most holy place, he was 

commanded to take incense from the altar before the Lord (not from his tent as Nadab and 
Abihu did) that he die not 

b. Incense beaten small (pulverized) to provide instantaneous combustion and cloud cover 
that he die not 

16. Verse 3, 6---bullock for a sin offering 



a. Aaron was required to offer a young bullock as a sin offering because he was a sinner 
himself in need of grace 

i. The term “infirmity” in (Heb 5:1-3 cannot refer to physical deformity because men 
with physical defects were not allowed to be priests (Num 

b. Disconnect—Jesus was sinless and does not have to make atonement for his own personal 
sins first before He can help us with our infirmities (Heb 4:15; Heb 7:26-28; Matt 3:16) 

17. Verse 4---wear garments of humility 
a. Aaron had to wear the linen garments of a common priest on the Day of Atonement  as an 

act of humiliation before God  
b. Every day and even during the Day of Atonement when officiating during the morning 

sacrifice, he wore the glorious pontifical robes of the high priest 
c. But when the cleansing of the sanctuary service started on the Day of Atonement, he put off 

these glorious garments, left them in the holy place, washed in the courtyard before putting 
on the linen garments of humility 

d. Another Disconnect---Jesus does not have to humble himself before His Father in our 
behalf; He has earned the perfect right to intercede in our behalf because He lived a perfect 
sinless life in our flesh 

i. Jesus seen in vision by EGW as wearing the glorious robes of the high priest as He 
entered into the final phase of His priestly ministry in the 2nd apartment of the 
heavenly sanctuary (EW 251) 

Conclusion  
18. On the Day of Atonement, Aaron approached God as representative of the people of God; 
19. His act of preparation and humility are given as examples for God’s true children to follow as they go 

through the Day of Atonement soul affliction 
a. His meticulous work of preparation for the that short encounter with God is left as an 

example for God’s people to follow (GC 489-490) 
 
We are now living in the great Day of Atonement. In the typical service, while the high priest 
was making the atonement for Israel, all were required to afflict their souls by repentance of 
sin and humiliation before the Lord, lest they be cut off from among the people. In like 
manner, all who would have their names retained in the book of life should now, in the few 
remaining days of their probation, afflict their souls before God by sorrow for sin and true 
repentance. There must be deep, faithful searching of heart. The light, frivolous spirit 
indulged by so many professed Christians must be put away. There is earnest warfare before  
all who would subdue the evil tendencies that strive for the mastery. GC 489-490 
 
We are living in the great antitypical day of atonement. Jesus is now in the heavenly 
sanctuary, making reconciliation for the sins of his people, and the judgment of the 
righteous dead has been going on almost forty years. How soon the cases of the living will 
come in review before this tribunal we know not; but we do know that we are living in the 
closing scenes of earth's history, standing, as it were, on the very borders of the eternal 
world. It is important that each of us inquire, How stands my case in the courts of Heaven? 
Will my sins be blotted out? Am I defective in character, and so blinded to these defects by 
the customs and opinions of the world, that sin does not appear to me to be as exceedingly 
offensive to God as it really is? It is no time now to allow our minds to be absorbed with the 



things of earth, while we give only occasional thoughts to God, and make but slight 
preparation for the country to which we are journeying.  {ST, May 29, 1884 par. 3}   
 
 
See also LDE 72 
 

b. his act of wearing the simple garments of a common priest—represents a work of dress 
reform for the people of God 

i. God’s true children will show their faith in Christ as their faithful High Priest by 
dressing simply and avoiding any show of ostentatious, flamboyant lifestyle and 
behavior 

ii. Issue of jewelry---God’s people were allowed to wear jewelry but on the Day of 
Atonement they were taken off; 
 

In the typical Day of Atonement, every man was required to afflict his soul before God. He was 
not to afflict the souls of others, but the work was between God and his own soul. The same 
work of self-examination and humiliation is required of each of us now; and I entreat you to 
make thorough work for eternity. "Seek ye the Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him 
while he is near." Precious, golden moments which should be spent in seeking the inward 
adorning of a meek and quiet spirit, are frittered away in adorning the dress, and in other trifling 
matters not at all essential to comfort.  ST, May 29, 1884, par 4. 

 

To be continued. . . 


