
Study 28 The Sanctuary Service Series 

The Central Pillar & Foundation of the 
Advent Faith, I 

Vision of the A Firm Platform 
1. The vision of EGW about 3 steps leading to a solid immovable platform supported by a foundation to 

explain how the Advent movement came about it its understanding of present truth (EW 258-259) 

a. The 3 steps that lead to the platform represent the 3 angels messages 

b. The platform represents the system of truth (present truth) upon which God’s people stand 

on; 

c. The foundation--But what is the foundation of this entire structure? 

The scripture which above all others had been both the foundation and the central pillar of the advent 

faith was the declaration: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed." Daniel 8:14. These had been familiar words to all believers in the Lord's soon coming. By the 

lips of thousands was this prophecy repeated as the watchword of their faith. GC 409 

The correct understanding of the ministration in the heavenly sanctuary is the foundation of our faith.--

Letter 208, 1906.  Ev 221. 

 

2. But how were the pioneers of the Advent movement able to come up with a system of truth we 

know so well today?   

The Lord has made his people the repository of sacred truth. Upon every individual who has had the light 

of present truth devolves the duty of developing that truth on a higher scale than it has hitherto been 

done. EGW, The Home Missionary, July 1, 1897. 

a. In short, they took William Miller’s message of the cleansing of the sanctuary based on his 

understanding of Dan 814 and developed that interpretation on a higher scale than it had 

hitherto been done, 

b.  They fine tuned his interpretation of the cleansing of the sanctuary and discovered among 

other things that the sanctuary to be cleansed was the one in heaven; they were able to 

develop a chain of truth based on a dual ministration of Christ 

c. The process of developing truth was an “experience purchased dearly” and obtained 

through “suffering and severe conflicts” (EW 258-259) 

Finding Fault with the Foundation 

1. In the vision of “A firm Platform,” some left the platform to examine and find fault with the 

foundation; this represent the work of many within and without the church of finding  fault with 

the message of the cleansing of the sanctuary; 



a. E. J. Waggoner in 1916, in his “Confession of Faith,” went on record by saying that 

Adventists are not correct in applying the year-day principle to the 2300 days of Dan 

8:14 because the Hebrew says 2300 “evening-mornings” (ereb-boqer), not “days” (yom) 

like the 1260 “days,” 1290 “days” and the 1335 “days;” so, why did Daniel use “evening-

mornings” instead of simply “days”? Did he have a reason for it? Also, does this 

objection nullify 1844? 

b. And then there are those who make a point of saying that the announcement of the 

cleansing of the sanctuary in Dan 8:14 has nothing to do with the Day of Atonement 

cleansing of the sanctuary service in Lev 16 because the wording “cleansed” in Dan 8:14 

is not the same word used in Lev 16 (i.e. “taher” in Lev 16 and “nitsdaq” in Dan. 8:14); 

so, why the difference in wording? How do we prove that Dan 8:14 and Lev 16 are 

talking about the same thing?  

c. And if this is not enough, our pioneers (i.e. William Miller, Josiah Litch, James White, S. 

N. Haskell, W.W. Presccott, Uriah Smith, A.T. Jones, etc.) put us in a very awkward 

position by maintaining that the “daily” of Dan 8:11-13 referred to paganism or pagan 

Rome and that the “transgression of desolation” referred to papal Rome.  

d. Didn’t our pioneers know that “daily” is never used in the Old Testament in connection 
pagan powers?  Didn’t they know that without exception, the term “daily” or “tamid” or 
“continual” or “perpetual” is always used in connection with the daily service of the 
sanctuary?  

e. What is even more amazing is, Ellen White would throw her weight fully behind the 
pioneers’ position and endorse it: 

“Then I saw in relation to the "daily" (Daniel 8:12) that the word "sacrifice" was supplied by 
man's wisdom, and does not belong to the text, and that the Lord gave the correct view of it 
to those who gave the judgment hour cry. When union existed, before 1844, nearly all were 
united on the correct view of the "daily"; but in the confusion since 1844, other views have 
been embraced, and darkness and confusion have followed. EW 74-75. 

f. Are the pioneers justified in taking the position that the term “daily” in Daniel 8 refers 
to Pagan Rome and that the term “transgression of desolation” refers to papal Rome? 
How do we justify the odd position they took with regards to the “daily?” and the 
“transgression of desolation”? 

2. So back to the big question,  Is the central pillar and foundation of our faith really faulty?  Are 
we as a denomination standing on unstable ground?  Why even stay in the church when 
thousands have left it, thinking that the sanctuary message and the investigative judgment are 
untenable and cannot be defended from Scripture?  

3. POINT TO PONDER:  The thing is, the call in GC 488 to “clearly understand” and “thoroughly 
understand” the subjects of the sanctuary and the investigative judgment  is a call to study 
these topics with the purpose of advancing and developing it on a higher scale than it had 
hitherto been done, so that it appears clearer and brighter;  it is to present the old wine in new 
bottles;   

a. If we had been faithfully doing this, our efforts would be rewarded; we would receive 
greater light and we would then be able to present our message about the cleansing of 
the sanctuary in Dan 8:14 with greater confidence and certainty. 



Developing the Sanctuary Truth on a Higher Scale 

4. So, let’s follow in the footsteps of our pioneers and see we can further develop the cleansing of 

the sanctuary message of Dan 8:14 to a higher scale than it had hitherto been done.. .    

5. Consider  Dan 8:14 in the light of the guiding principles below: 

a. Daniel 8 is divided into 2 parts: the prophecy in Dan 8:1-14 and the explanations in Dan 

8:15-27;  

b. Sanctuary symbolism in Daniel 8---Daniel purposely  used sanctuary service symbols to 

depict Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome, so that he can superimpose the daily and yearly 

sanctuary service on the 2300-years prophetic timeline of Dan 8:1-14 (see diagram); 

c. The daily service---Dan 8:1-13; the 2300 years timeline of the desolating activities of 

Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome results in the continuous sin-bearing and defilement of 

the heavenly sanctuary as in the daily service;   

d. The yearly service ---Dan 8:14;  the announcement of the cleansing of the sanctuary 

corresponds to the  yearly service on the Day of Atonement and is the climax and 

culmination of 2300 years of sin bearing and defilement of the heavenly sanctuary; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proof of  Sanctuary Service Symbolism of Daniel 8 

1. Daniel 8 can only be understood and appreciated if one has a thorough knowledge of the 

sanctuary service, especially its dual ministration—the daily and yearly service. If we do not have 

this basic knowledge, developing it to a higher scale is not going to be possible. 

2. God designed that only those who understand the sanctuary service in the light of its dual 

ministration with the benefits involved can truly grasp the meaning and message of Daniel 8, 

especially Dan 8:14.  

3. In Daniel 8, Daniel goes over the same sequence of kingdoms portrayed in Daniel 2 and Daniel  7 

but unlike Daniel 2 and 7, 

a. He does not include Babylon (as Babylon was on its way out when the prophecy of 

Daniel 8 was given) 

b. He does not use (gold silver, bronze, iron and miry clay) as in Daniel 2 and he does not 

employ unclean animals (lion, bear, leopard and an indescribable beast) as in Daniel 7 to 

represent or symbolize these kingdoms; in Daniel 8, Daniel uses sanctuary components 

to represent these kingdoms.  A rather odd approach. . . 
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4. In other words, Daniel takes everything connected with the work of making atonement during 

the daily service (i.e., sacrifices, altars, services and even the sins that need to be atoned for), 

and uses them to represent the same oppressive kingdoms he gives in Daniel 2 and Daniel 7---

(i.e. Medo-Persia, Greece and pagan Rome and papal Rome).  

 

a. RAM—animal designated as trespass offering for trespasses or willful sins (Lev 5-6); 

used to represent Medo-Persia (Dan 8:20) 

b. GOAT-animal designated as sacrifice for sins of ignorance; used to represent Greece 

(Dan 8:21); 

c. ALTAR HORNS of DANIEL 8— the 4 horns on the  burnt offering and the 4 horns of the 

altar of incense are used to represent kingdoms in Daniel 8 (the 2 on the ram, 1 notable 

horn on the he-goat, 4 more horns that came out of it when the notable horn was 

broken and the little horn) ; 

d. DAILY (or tamid)—simply means “continual”, “always” or “perpetual” in the Hebrew; it 

has nothing to do with “sacrifice” being offered “daily”, as the text puts it, but is a direct 

allusion to the continuous or uninterrupted nature of the daily service to provide 

continuous cover to the congregation; used to represent pagan Rome in the sequence 

of kingdoms:  

i. Exo 28:29—Aaron to wear the breastplate of judgment  continually (tamid) 

ii. Exo 29:38-42—the morning and evening sacrifice to be offered day by day  

continually (tamid) 

iii. Lev 24:2-4—the lamps on the candlesticks to burn continually (tamid) 

iv. Exo 30:8—incense to burn perpetually (tamid) 

v. Exo 25:30 –bread on the altar of shewbread always (tamid) 

e. TRANSGRESSION—refers to the sins that needed to be atoned for daily in the sanctuary; 

“transgression of desolation,” better still the “transgression that makes desolate” (Dan 

8:13) applied to papal Rome; Paul picks up on this notion and calls the papacy “the man 

of sin”, “the mystery of iniquity” (2 Thess 2:3-7) 

 

5. IMPORTANT: Daniel uses objects connected with the daily service of the sanctuary to represent 

the desolating empires so he can superimpose the daily-yearly sanctuary service (as taught in 

the book of Leviticus) on the prophetic timeline of Daniel 8; this is the strongest proof that can 

be presented to show that the cleansing of the sanctuary in Dan 8:14 and the cleansing of the 

sanctuary on the Day of Atonement of Lev 16 are one and the same thing; 

6. Notice again, that the prophetic portion of Daniel 8 follows a structural model wherein the daily 

service in the sanctuary is superimposed on the activities of Medo-Persia, Greece, pagan and 

papal Rome (Dan 8:1-13), climaxes with the yearly service, i.e. the cleansing of the sanctuary in 

Dan 8:14. This is done to synchronize events happening in heavenly sanctuary  with events 

happening on earth. 

7. Moreover, the 2300 prophetic days or literal years may be superimposed on the entire period 

that spans from Medo-Persia  all the way to the demise of papal Rome in 1798, and shortly after 

which is the beginning of the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary 

 

 



1. The announcement about the cleansing of the sanctuary in Dan 8:14 is a direct answer to the 

question posed in Dan 8:13: “how long shall be the vision concerning the daily and the transgression 

of desolation to give both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden underfoot?” 

2. The 2300 years of continuous defilement of the heavenly sanctuary because of sin and because of 

the desolating actions of Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome is brought to an end when the heavenly 

sanctuary is cleansed and these nations are brought into judgment;   

Questions To Consider  

3. More importantly, how does the cleansing of the sanctuary in Dan 8:14 bring an end to the evil work 

of these desolating powers? 

a. Notice that the announcement about the cleansing of the sanctuary in Dan 8:14 is a direct 

answer to the question posed in Dan 8:13: “How long shall be the vision concerning the 

daily and the transgression of desolation to give both host and the sanctuary to be trodden 

underfoot?”  

4. In answer to the first question, Daniel links the sanctuary service to the kingdoms of Medo-Persia 

and Rome to teach a very important gospel principle, and that is, these powers even though they 

are opposed to God’s work also derive benefit from it which is why they are allowed to continue to 

prosper 

a. This notion is seen in the evening and morning sacrifice—a sacrifice that provided 

atonement for no particular sin but for the entire camp in general—including the most 

wicked and impenitent among them. (Exo 29:38-42) 

b. The use of 2300 evening-mornings instead of “days” as in the “1260 days” prophecy and the 

“1290 days” prophecy (Dan 12:10-12) 

c. The year day principle is also always used in connection with sin-bearing (Num 14:34; Ezek 

4:6)  

5. As for the second question, the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary is an announcement that God 

will no longer deal with and cover sins; 

a. Once the sanctuary is cleansed, there will no more be any mechanism, and no more service  

to bring sin and defilement into the sanctuary; there will no more be a High Priest to forgive 

sins and intercede for sinners; sins confessed and repented of are blotted out and sins 

unconfessed return upon the heads of the guilty impenitent who have no more cover to 

shield them from God’s wrath;  

b. God’s wrath is visited upon the desolating powers of Dan 8:13 ending their work of 

desolation and destruction; 

6. Also, the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary produces a people who fully reflect the image of Jesus 

and demonstrate their total commitment and dependency upon Christ by keeping the 

commandments of God perfectly; this puts to rest Satan’s lie that the wicked cannot be condemned 

for failing to keep a set of commandments which cannot be kept; 

A Most Solemn  Thought 

7. In the meantime, as long as the sanctuary is not cleansed, these desolating powers will continue 

receiving cover and will continue intimidating and harassing God’s people; 

8. And so, God’s sanctuary must remain defiled and not cleansed until there is a people who through 

faith and repentance will receive the benefit of Christ’s final atonement in the Most Holy Place; 



9. As long as God’s people are saying we “are increased with Good and have need of nothing,” as long 

as they continue being blind to their poverty, their misery, their wretchedness, as long as they 

continue refusing to heed the call to “be zealous therefore and repent,” this world will continue as it 

is today, a dog-eat-dog world—a world where there is no rest from social injustice and social 

inequality, religious intolerance and persecution. . . 

10. God has given it the saints to hasten or delay the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary. . . 

 

 

  



Appendix 

Early Pioneer View of the Meaning of the Daily in the Book of Daniel 

  

Paganism-the "daily" of Dan. 8:12-was taken away, it is true. Rome became nominally a Christian empire. 

Her emperor professed the name of Christ, and carried before his army the banner of the cross. Decrees 

were issued causing men to worship according to the dictates of Rome. Then it was that man-the 

emperor-and the empire attempted to exalt themselves above the God of heaven. S.N. Haskell, “The 

Story of Daniel the Prophet,” p. 112. 

It fully justifies every title bestowed upon it in the Scriptures; and by the view here given, is especially 

illustrated and justified the comparison given in Daniel 11:31 and 12:11, between Pagan and Papal Rome, 

where Pagan Rome is designated as the "daily desolation," while the Papacy is the "ABOMINATION OF 

DESOLATION."  A.T. Jones, ST July 14, 1887. 

"By him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down." "By him the 

daily;" the word sacrifice not being in the original. This term is of frequent occurrence in the book of 

Daniel, and it will be necessary to ascertain its true meaning. What then did the anti-christian or Papal 

abomination remove to make way for itself? What was it that let or hindered until he was taken out of 

the way? I answer, Paganism.   Josiah Litch,  “An Address to the Public,” p. 81. 

The daily sacrifice and the transgression of desolation represent Rome in its pagan and papal forms. 

Leaving out the supplied words, the text would read, "The daily, and the transgression of desolation." 

These are two desolating powers; first, Paganism, then, Papacy. Of these, Paul, in 2 Thess.2:3-8, says: 

"Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away 

first, and that Man of Sin be revealed, the son of perdition, who opposeth and exalteth himself above all 

that is called God, or that is worshiped; so that he, as God, sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 

that he is God. Remember ye not that when I was yet with you I told you these things? And now ye 

know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of iniquity doth already 

work; only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that wicked be 

revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the 

brightness of his coming." That which withheld the manifestation of the Papacy in Paul's day was 

Paganism. These are the two powers which have desolated the people of God, of which the angel speaks 

in the vision of Dan.8 –James White, Of Faith and Hope, 1870, p. 116-117. 


