
Study 2 The Sanctuary Service Series 

Perfected Forever by One Offering 

Review 
1. God commanded Moses to build Him a sanctuary that He might dwell with His people. 

2. We are told that the sanctuary Moses built was patterned after the great original sanctuary in 

heaven (Exo 25:9 cf Heb 8:1-3);    

3. This act of God in dwelling with His sinful people was a revelation of His self-emptying love and 

condescension. 

4. The overall goal of the sanctuary services was to bring perfection to the worshippers (Heb 7:11, 

Heb 9:9; Heb 10:1-3).  

a. The sanctuary rituals allowed sins that were confessed and forgiven to be figuratively 

transferred to the sanctuary, in exchange of which God conferred His holiness and 

perfection to the sinner , so that in God’s eyes the sinner appeared righteous;  

Perfection in Christ and Through Christ Only 
5. What was the overall and ultimate goal and purpose for the sanctuary service? (Heb 9:9; Heb 

10:1-2) 

a. The ultimate goal of the sanctuary service was to impart God’s perfection of character 

to His people; 

6. Be that as it may, why couldn’t that perfection of character be achieved for the worshippers 

through the ministration of the human priests? Heb 7:11 

a. They themselves were not perfect. They were sinners and had infirmities, i.e. character 

defects ; they cannot impart what they do not have! (Heb 7:26-28; Heb 5:1-3) 

b. What the human priests did were, at best, typical of what Jesus,  True High Priest would 

accomplish for His people in the heavenly sanctuary;  

c. What the human priests could not do even through daily repeated services, Christ 

accomplished  once and for all (Heb 10:11-14) 

i. He obtained eternal redemption for His people (Heb 9:12) 

ii. He perfected forever them that are sanctified (Heb 10:14) 

Present Perfection “in Christ” 
7. Should this perfection (Heb 10:14) that Christ obtained for the believers at the cross be 

understood as being possessed by them experientially NOW and in the ABSOLUTE sense? 

a. No.  If this were true, then there would be no need for a priestly intercession in the 

heavenly sanctuary by Christ; there would be no need of cleaning the sanctuary and 

blotting out of sin; 

b. Sinning was still a strong possibility even as Paul had written that they were already 

perfected by one offering in Heb 10:14. (Heb 10:26) 



c. Paul did not claim perfection of character at the time of his writing Hebrews (Phil. 3:12-

15)  

8. How does Paul say about when character perfection is achieved in the absolute sense? 

a. Perfection of character and of the mind is defined by Paul as having no more 

consciousness or remembrance of sin (Heb 10:2; GC 620) 

9. What is the nature of the perfection that believers possess in themselves now? 

a. This perfection is in Christ through His work of intercession (Col 1:28; Col 2:10); it is 

imputed perfection; the perfection resides outside the believer (SC 62) 

b. This work of Christ in sharing His perfection with the believer who confesses and 

repents of his sin corresponds to the work of the Levitical priests who stood daily with 

the blood of sacrifices to make atonement for sins in a typological sense; 

Perfected Through Suffering 
10. What did Jesus personally have to go through to obtain that redemption and perfection of 

character in fallen human flesh that He may give it those who believe in Him? 

a.  Christ had to be perfected in His own humanity, before he can bring perfection to His 

people (Heb 5:8-9) 

b. His original perfection in heaven as the Son of God could not save anyone (Eze 14:14, 

20) 

c. First, He had to be made like unto His fallen brethren (Heb 2:14-16) and in that 

humanity, reproduce the same perfection of character He had all along in heaven as 

Michael because it was perfection in fallen human that was required by the Law. 

d. Second, in that dilapidated, weak humanity, and using the same means available to 

every man (prayer and faith, trust in divine power), Jesus had to learn obedience, and 

form a perfect character through suffering and amidst severe trials and conflicts; 

e. Jesus could not become the Captain of our salvation until He had become perfected (in 

human flesh) and this involved great suffering (Heb 2:10) 

f. His suffering came from facing being tempted (Heb 2:18; Heb 4:15) 

g. His sufferings climax at the death on the cross (Heb 2:9) 

h. He was a man of sorrows, acquainted with grief. . .(Isa 53:6-12) 

Perfection Dispensed the Daily and Yearly Service 
11. VERY IMPORTANT:  Again, the perfection that Jesus wrought in His humanity by His perfect 

sinless life, sacrificial death and glorious resurrection, is dispensed and attained only through 

the sanctuary services alone. 

 

12. The ritual of the daily sin and trespass  offerings  brought forgiveness to the sinner (Lev 4:27-31) 

a. This forgiveness meant more than just the absolving of the sin; it also meant justification 

by the imputation of Christ’s perfect righteousness through a work of priestly 

intercession (Rom 3:25, 31); 

b. Without justification by faith, God would be unjust in forgiving the sinner and would be 

dishonoring His which  condemns him as worthy of death; 

   



13. The cleansing of the sanctuary service at the end of the year, for its part, was also more than 

just the cleansing of furniture and altars;  

a. It included the cleansing of the penitent from every vestige of sin; it dealt with the sin 

problem in a much more comprehensive way, by nipping it at its root through the taking 

away of the offending defective character that was the cause of sinning; 

b. The cleansing of the sanctuary was God’s final solution to the sin problem, after which 

He was no longer to be expected to bear sin causing the sanctuary to be defiled again 

and needing cleansing;  The Day of Atonement signified that’s intention to put an end to 

sinning and will be making no more provision to bear it   

c. To prepare His people for this event, He removes their sinful defective characters so 

they will no longer sin. This is the result of the final atonement Jesus will make in the 

second apartment of the heavenly sanctuary; 

d. This is the full and final fulfillment of the new covenant promise (Ezek 36:25-27; Heb 

10:16-17) 

e. At the moment, this is still hope and a promise (Gal 5:5; Heb 10:23) 

Perfection Now 
14. In the meantime, believers can now enjoy imputed perfection in very real and practical sense 

because of what Jesus as High Priest and Intercessor is doing in the heavenly sanctuary: 

Faith Perfected 
1 Thessalonians 3:10  Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and 

might perfect that which is lacking in your faith? 

Works Perfected 
Hebrews 13:20-21  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, {covenant: 

or, testament}  
21

 Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that 

which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen.  

Strength Perfected 
2 Corinthians 12:9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is 

made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that 

the power of Christ may rest upon me. 

Love Is Perfected 
1 John 4:12  

12
 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in 

us, and his love is perfected in us. 

15. When Jesus as High Priest makes the full and final atonement similar to what the high priest 

did on the Day of Atonement, character will at last and forever be perfected in the actual 

sense. . .(Eph 4:13) 

 


