
Study 18 The Sanctuary Service series 

Measure the Temple. . .and Them that 
Worship Therein 

Review of Revelation 10: Introduction 
1. The message of the mighty angel of Rev 10—he brings a message to John contained in an open 

book that had to do with the finishing of the mystery of God; this open book is the same book which 

was sealed up and closed in the time of Daniel (Dan 12:9, 4) and had to do with the cleansing of the 

heavenly sanctuary at the end of the 2300 years (Dan 8:14, 26) 

2. Timing of the finishing of the mystery of God—which the angel announces would occur just before 

the 7th angel sounds his trumpet is the perfection of the characters of the people of God as a result 

of Jesus’ final atonement in the heavenly sanctuary (Dan 12:10; Zech 3:1-5; Rev 14:5; Rev 19:7-8; PK 

587-591) 

3. Call to prophesy again-- 

Revelation 11: 1-2 (Measuring the Temple and Worshippers) 
4. Measuring the temple and worshippers—when the mystery of God is finished, what follows next is 

the vision of the measuring of the temple, altar and worshippers 

a. Not a reference to the restoration of a literal temple in Jerusalem (Heb 8:1-2) 

b. This is parallel with Lev 16:30-33 where these three components were cleansed 

i. The temple-- is the most holy place which contains the ark of God (Rev 11:19); 

ii. The altar—refers to the golden altar of incense in the holy place (Rev 8:3-4) 

iii. The worshippers—refers to those who follow Jesus by faith in his ministry in the 

heavenly sanctuary; referred to as “dwellers of heaven” in contrast with the wicked 

and unrepentant who are described as those who “dwell on the earth” or “gentiles”; 

iv. The gentiles—the unconverted; those who refuse to worship God and are not 

cleansed and measured 

v. The court that is without---the earth 

God’s true and faithful people The wicked, disloyal and disobedient 

Worshippers in the heavenly 
sanctuary (true church) 

In the courtyard (gentiles) 

Dwellers of heaven (Rev 13:6) Dwell on earth (Rev 13:8, 12, 14) 

 Inhabitants of the earth  (Rev 17:2) 

  

  

 



a. AGAIN, when the mystery of God is finished, the sanctuary will be cleansed as a result, and 

will be measured, following the meaning of the symbolism found in the vision of man with a 

measuring line in Zech 2:1-4;   

b. Symbolism of Zechariah’s vision of the man with a measuring line serves as 

background of the meaning of Rev 22:1-2.  

 

 Jerusalem to be inhabited without walls with abundance of people and cattle (Zech 

2:4) 

 Many nations to be joined to Israel on that day (Zech 2:11) 

 Jerusalem filled with old men who have fully lived their days as well as many boys 

and girls playing in the streets (Zech 8:4-5) 

 No oppressors to pass through their land again (Zech 9:8) 

 Every article will be holy (Zech 14:20) 

 No more Canaanites in the land (Zech 14:21) 

 God dwells in the midst of thee (Zech 2:10-11; Zech 8:3) 

“On the basis of Zechariah’s symbol of the man with a measuring line who measured 

Jerusalem as an assurance that the city would be rebuilt (see on Zech. 2:2), it may be 

suggested that the measuring of the temple and worshipers here is also a promise of 

restoration and preservation. Between the sixth and seventh seals is a parenthetical 

assurance that in spite of the terrors that attend the second coming of Christ, God has a 

people who will stand (see Rev. 7; cf. on ch. 6:17). Similarly, the present parenthesis 

between the sixth and seventh trumpets may also be intended as a reassurance that in the 

midst of the horrors attendant on the blowing of the trumpets, God’s temple—that is, the 

plan of redemption portrayed there—and His true worshippers are secure. 

 

“This restoration and preservation of God’s temple would seem also to have a particular 

application to the fuller understanding of the meaning of Christ’s ministry in the heavenly 

sanctuary that has come since 1844.”   7SDA BC of Rev 11:1 

 

5. The courtyard not measured--Just as the altar of burnt offering in the courtyard of the Mosaic 

sanctuary was not fully cleansed on the Day of Atonement; the courtyard of the heavenly sanctuary 

is not cleansed and restored and measured at this time  

a. the wicked are allowed to continue defiling it until the second coming of Jesus;  

b. The statement “not to measure” is parallel to that of Rev 22:11—the filthy will remain filthy, 

the wicked will remain wicked 

c. it is restored only after the millennium;  (Rev 21:15-17) 

 

6. The question that now arises is, why does not God measure the courtyard at the same time with the 

temple and the altar and the worshippers on the Day of Atonement? In other words, why not end 

the great controversy on the Day of Atonement and let the wicked continue defiling the earth? 

a. The nature of the judgment needs to be understood—the fruits of sin must be allowed to be 

manifested to its fullest extent before it can be judged; like dropping a stone in the river and 

watching the ripples go until they reach the shore; the full impact and influence of our sins 



are allowed to continue, even to the third and fourth generation; sin is allowed to bear full 

fruition until the second coming of Jesus; then the full extent of the guilt can be measured 

and weighed in the balances of the sanctuary; 

b. Wickedness allowed to ripen to the full extent 

c. This is the meaning of the statement he that is filthy let him be filthy still and he that is 

unrighteous, let him be unrighteous still 

d. This understanding should help us better see the evil and sinfulness of our poor choices 

because of the impact they continue to have upon ourselves and on others for all time; it 

should also help us to see the enormity of the sins we are going to face in the Judgment 

unless they are blotted out; 

The Courtyard of the Heavenly Santuary Cleansed and Measured 
7. The “measuring” or cleansing and restoration of the earth is done after the millennium (Rev 21:15-

17) 

8. Why is the earth not cleasned at the same time when the heavenly sacntury is cleansed? 

a. The judgment of the wicked must be ascertained first and the that does not happen until 

after the millennium 

b.  The earth is measured after it has been renewed following the symbolism of Zech 2:1 

i. God dwells in the midst of the people who have been cleansed—Rev 21:1-3 

ii. No more Canaanites in the land—Rev 21:8, 27 

iii. Nations joined to Israel—Rev 21:24, 26 

Flashback on the 6th Trumpet (second woe) 
9. Rev 11:3-14--After the command to measure the temple and the worshippers, two major events 

belonging to the 6th trumpet are recalled an inserted in Revelation 11; 

a.  Rev 11:3-6---flashback on the 1260 years of papal persecution leading up to the fall of Papal 

Rome in 179; dealing with the bitter experiences of those who prophesied God’s word 

during the 1260 years of papal repression 

b. Rev 11:4-14—flashback on the aftermath of the fall of papal Rome and the rise of atheism in 

France and the war against the Bible; the bitter experiences of those who prophesied the 

Word of God in the hands of atheistic France right after the fall of the papacy in Europe, 

c. These narratives belong to the 6th trumpet but are inserted here to serve as types of the  

bitter experiences which those who will prophesy again for one last time; those who will 

give the final warning of the three angels messages 

d. Why these two past events will be repeated.  Persecution by the church (papal persecution; 

and persecution the state (represented by atheistic France) 

e. Church and state combines to ear against God’s people; we see a picture of this deadly 

combination in Rev 17:3 

f. These events are described in great detail in Rev 13-17  

g. The church to prophesy in sackcloth; there will be martyrs (Rev 17:6) 



Thou must Prophesy Again 
10. The call to prophesy again will bring God’s people face to face with the rulers of this world to give 

the final warning and witness their faith; 

a. Matt 10:17-20 ---We must now be preparing ourselves for this by diligently studying the 

Scriptures 

b. The Holy Spirit promises to help those who engages in this work of preparation daily 

“The servants of Christ were to prepare no set speech to present when brought to trial. Their 

preparation was to be made day by day in treasuring up the precious truths of God's word, and 

through prayer strengthening their faith. When they were brought into trial, the Holy Spirit 

would bring to their remembrance the very truths that would be needed.  

“A daily, earnest striving to know God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, would bring power 

and efficiency to the soul. The knowledge obtained by diligent searching of the Scriptures would 

be flashed into the memory at the right time. But if any had neglected to acquaint themselves 

with the words of Christ, if they had never tested the power of His grace in trial, they could not 

expect that the Holy Spirit would bring His words to their remembrance. They were to serve God 

daily with undivided affection, and then trust Him.  DA 355. 

c. Our duty is not only to study the truth but improve on it and advance in our understanding 

“ The Lord has made his people the repository of sacred truth. Upon every individual who has 

had the light of present truth devolves the duty of developing that truth on a higher scale than it 

has hitherto been done. . . .The Lord will hold us accountable for the influence we might have 

exerted but did not, because we have not earnestly tried to understand our accountability in 

this world. We shall either glorify or dishonor God.  The Home Missionary, July 1, 1897 par. 1.   

 

Lev 16:17-18 The Altar Before the Lord 
Refers to the Cleansing of the Altar of Incense  



I. Biblical Evidence 
 

II. EGW 

III. Pioneer Position 

J.H. Waggoner 

As he did in the most holy, so was he required to do in the holy; he was to anoint the altar of 

incense, "and he shall sprinkle of the blood upon it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it, 

and hallow it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel." Lev. 16:18, 19. {1890 JHW, From 

Eden to Eden, Chap 14, p. 184). 

S. N. Haskell 

Lev. 16:18, 19. Last work at the golden altar. E.W. 280, 281. {1919 SNH, Bible Handbook p.50} 

J. N. Andrews 

We have here read several important facts. 1. On the tenth day of the seventh month the 
ministration was changed from the holy place to the holiest of all. Verses 2, 29-34. 2. That in the 
most holy place, blood was offered for the sins of the people to make an atonement for them. 
Verses 5, 9, 15, 17, 30, 33, 34; Heb. 9:7. 3. That the two holy places of the sanctuary, and also 
the altar of incense were on this day cleansed from the sins of the people, which, as we have 
seen, had through the year been borne into the sanctuary, and sprinkled upon it. Verses 16, 18-
20, 33; Ex. 30:10. 4. 
 

IV. Harmony with Rev 11:1 


