
Study 25 The Sanctuary Service Series 

A Smallscale model of the Judgment of 
the Living 

Key Thought: Ezekiel’s Vision of the Investigative Judgment of Judah: A Small Scale Model of 

the Cosmic Pre-advent Investigative Judgment Going On in Heaven. 

I. Introduction 

1. God bore long and patiently with His rebellious people during the 8 centuries that they 

inhabited the land of Canaan (400 years under the judges and another 400 years under the kings) 

2. Their persistent violation of the covenant with Him and failure to develop a genuine relationship 

of undivided love led God to finally allow their enemies to overrun them and put them in exile 

3. This sad fate was expressed in the form of a divine investigative judgment emanating from the 

sanctuary in Jerusalem.  

4. Ezekiel saw this happen during the last years of the monarchy.  

5. Historically, the judgment or sentence pronounced by God upon Judah was performed by 

Nebuchadnezzar when he conquered and burned Jerusalem in 586 BC and exiled God’s people. 

6. An understanding of the investigative judgment of Judah sheds light on the views of the final 

heavenly investigative judgment described by other prophets like Daniel and John, as the 

judgment scene of Judah mirrors the later judgment session to be convened in the temple in 

heaven. 

 

II. Ezekiel’s Vision of the mobile chariot throne of God (Hebrew “Merkaba”) 

7. Priest and prophet Ezekiel sees two visions of God coming to His temple in Jerusalem 

a. (Ezek 1-11) --The first occurs when the temple is still standing in Jerusalem for almost 4 

centuries but coming to its end. He comes in His “Merkabah” (Ezek 1) to conduct an 

investigative judgment of the people 

b. (Ezek 40-47)—The second coming is to a reconstructed temple for its inauguration, not 

to judge His people (This occurred during the first coming which results in their 

vindication and separation from the apostates], but to dwell with them forever. 

8. Ezekiel saw visions of God coming to the temple in Jerusalem on the 5th year, 4th month, 5th day 

of exile 592 BC. (Ezek 1:1-3) 

9. I order to fully understand the messages concerning Judah and the judgment as reveled in the 

first 24 chapters of the book, it is important to notice the compact chronological space into 

which these messages were compressed. 

a. The final siege of Jerusalem began in 588 BC, --that is only 3 ½ years after Ezekiel’s call in 

592 BC. 

b. The city of Jerusalem fell in 586 BC, after 2 ½ years 

c. Thus, these messages (Ezekiel 1-24) are dated to the final days of Judah and represent 

God’s last warning to His people.  



d. This part of Ezekiel’s ministry did not last for many decades like that of Isaiah or 

Jeremiah. 

III. The investigative judgment of Judah 

10. Ezekiel predicts the siege of Jerusalem (Ezek 4) and symbolically bears the iniquity of the house 

of Israel (Ezek 4:4) just like the priests in the temple did during the liturgical year (Lev 10:17; 

Num 18:1) for the duration for the investigative judgment.  

a. The 390 days or years (Ezek 5:5) corresponds to the life-time of the first temple—from 

the time Solomon built it during the first year of his reign in 976 BC until its destruction 

by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC). 

b. The additional 40 days or years pertain to 40 years of deferred guilt and punishment 

due to the widespread idolatry in Judah with Solomon as king.  The punishment came 40 

years later with the break of the kingdom after the death of Solomon (1 Kings 11:4-13, 

42). 

c. During this time of investigative judgment, a remembrance1  is made of the sins of the 

house of Israel collectively and as God’s spokesman, Ezekiel --  

i. Denounces the sins of the people (Ezek 5:5-8, 11, etc) 

ii. Foretells the doom of the city (Ezek 7) 

d. In Ezek 16 and 23, God through the prophet Ezekiel “remembers” the sins of and 

punishments of Samaria and Jerusalem from their beginnings until the time of the 

judgment itself. These are 2 visions given just before the final punishment (Ezek 24:2; 

33:21) 

e. This inventory of sins weighs especially upon the final generation of Israelites who must 

bear the punishment of previous impenitent generations  just like them (Lev 26:40-43; 2 

Chron 36:14-21; DA 618-619)2 

f. Ezekiel, as were the priests on the Day of Atonement is finally freed from the sins of the 

people. He symbolically stops bearing the iniquity of the people and the memory of 

their sins. 3 

                                                             
1 Before entering into judgment God granted the people a time of opportunity to realize their sins that was 
normally prolonged until the Day of Atonement of the Day of Judgment. If up to this day, the Israelites failed to 
prepare their hearts for repentance of their sins, capital punishment was unavoidable. In some exceptional cases, 
some sins because of their gravity could not wait until the Day of Atonement, and God had to advance his 
punishment (Isa 26:9-20; Lev 40:4-5; Exo 34:6-7, etc). The long patience of God was often misinterpreted (Isa 
26:10).  Since God often did not intervene to evil and injustice, men thought that their sins are forgotten by God. 
On the contrary, when God’s patience had reached its limit, His reaction to sin was interpreted as “remembrance 
of evil.” When God “remembered” the wickedness, it was to vindicate His justice and accomplish His judgments 
(Ps. 109:124-15; Isa. 64:8-9; Jer 14:10; Jer 44:21-23; Hos 7:2; Hos 8:13; Hos 9:9; Rev 16:19; Rev 18:15 cf. Heb 10:3) 
 
2 Corporate guilt & responsibility—For the responsibility of the last generation of the sins of her fathers, by the fact 
that she does not pay attention to the limited judgments that God executed upon them mixed with mercy (See 
Matt 23:29-36; Rev 18:24; GC 27-28). As with Ezekiel, Jesus recapitulated the his history of Israel during the period 
of the second temple and predicted its destruction (Matt 23:37-Matt 24:2) 
 
3 The priests were freed from the sins they bore on the Day of Atonement when the high priest took the offering of 
the bullock for his household and offered it before offering the Lord’s goat.  



11. Ezekiel then describes the vision of the sealing of those who will be protected from the 

destruction of the city—the verdict in the investigative judgment. (Ezek 8-11) 

a. This vision indicates that the analysis of the sins of Israel, recorded for the entire period 

while the first temple was standing, had reached its end and that the destiny of each 

one must now be sealed or determined. 

b. Those who in the judgment are accepted receive a sign on the forehead—the last letter 

of the alphabet “tau”.  (Ezek 9:3, 4). 

c. This remnant is marked for the work of sighing and crying for all the abominations done 

in the land. 

12. The investigative judgment of Judah lasts 14 months (Ezek 1:2 cf. Ezek 8:1) 

13. The law of God (especially the 4th commandment) had a very important role in the judgment 

(Ezek 20:12, 20) 

14. The execution of the apostates was carried out (in vision) by the angels with their weapons of 

mass destruction (Ezek 9:1-2, 5-12) 

15. The sealing angel wears the same linen garments worn by the high priest on the day of 

atonement (Lev 16:3-4) 

16. NOTE:  the scenes depicted in Ezekiel 1-11 are characteristic of and parallels a Day of Atonement 

investigative judgment-cleansing event 

a. Ezekiel bears the iniquity of the congregation 

b. Remembrance of sin (inventorying and recapitulating of sins) 

c. Garments of the sealing angel = garments of the high priest on the day of atonement 

d. Also, the sealing angel stands by the bronze altar or altar of burnt offering  (Ezek 9:2) =  

On this altar the work of cleansing the sanctuary was completed (Lev 16:19, 33) 

17. According to the vision, judgment first begins at the house of God (Ezek 9:6; Jer 25:29; 1 Pet 

4:17; 5T 211) 

a. In the investigative judgment of Judah, the final condition of the worshippers is 

determined by the formula found in Ezek 3:20-21 cf. Rev 22:11). Once this is determined, 

the sealing angel passes throughout the city to seal the foreheads of those found 

worthy. 

b. After that the destroying angels sweep through the land killing those without the seal 

and temple and city are filled with the slain (Ezek 9:3-10) 

c. Once the sealing angel finishes his work of sealing the faithful remnant, the heavenly 

court arises and leaves the sanctuary, taking away the its representative value 

d. The sealing angel is ordered to take burning coals from among the wheels that drive the 

mobile throne of God and scatter them over the city” (Ezek 10:2, 6-7; 2 Chron 36:19; 

Rev 8:5;) 

e. Passing through the city, the heavenly chariot stops for a moment on the eastern 

mountains (Mount of Olives), as if reluctant to leave the city upon which the glory of 

God rested for many years (Ezek 11:22-23; DA 829-830) 

 


